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1... Tho larges~ i9 the po?ulation,
e.~compo.s:-:ed by Ror...J. Ch.i twan 11ational P~Z'k, Parsa T;,~1aJ..if8

:'-lese-rve, o.nd India' 51 Va.1rGilti Tige:". .aeSeT"IJ0 i!l 3i!'..ar,' Q tot!='.!

of 1875 sq kQ of p~'~ected habitat, fou~ =ift11s of it L~
-., -, c1 .t' i '"'.h ~ T r'.a T'"' '&" ..,J ep~ an O:le ~ :... .,..n -:lu..z.a. ;.Joe popula ..!.on con ..~""lUe8
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1;E:p~ portion 0: JGlle yopulation i -..::o~ from ar-
t .~ ~ r..,~ 1 ./.. 80eo l.~Q.tlew." J.:"l us.;.e Q.'Ie 8.
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r:Je:~ LVl size io the population ~ 'th en

Gsti~atea oost of them found in the

968 sq km P~ya: Eardia iTational P~rk ~~~ ~he rest ~ tllG

Teoe!"Ved foz-es"':s. of Bon1~e District up to the .odgG of JenG-

~~;ui DistTict. up until 1989, th~ 3a~Jia/~~c tigers
\lere c~~_~ectGd 7~ tho t~~se L~ Railalit ~hich formed part of

the same io?Ulation, t11cn estimated at 50 oreGdc~s. I~ow

and
I have ~ tten then off' for the pu!':P°se of this discus:sion;

the dajrs of these scattered tigers in ever fragmenti~g

h3bitat are li~itad.
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~i1d1ife Reserve with an area of

Smallest of the tl1Tee populations is

lation, vii th an

to the Boy~ Sukla; Phan1l3.

...It is possible t!1at this popv.lation is coDJ.~ected v;i"th the

U.P forests "rot the corridor, if it still ensts, is

extremely tenuous.
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B. DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS k~D DK,iOGRAPHIC CFJUIGE IMPACT ON--

TIGER HABITAT-
.,:.' , ..\ .' ,

1.

Luring two decades th~ ~opulation of Chi twan rose from

250,000 (1971) to 355,000 (1991), an tncl"ease of 92 per

cent. The preBsu~e on the Park and ~~rTouncL~g areas

f~m
~ 1:" ...:'? ti I . ti 'D j . ( A'
~ne .~S u --i3.p T1"J.ga Or. -TO ec'tt .'i.S!.~

Development ~t) t ~ould have ~~d a disastroua affect on

the :"i 7enne t'loo~J.~ lia'bi -t:;:..-t do~s'tre~, :'here l~ghest

tigaZ' d~sit:Tsnd !!lost Z'apz-.,d-tlction occuZ's. Fo~ate1y,

the ,~j act haG bee~ shel v3d as the ~esu1 t o.f Q ~aassesscent

o.f i .~s ::::!.~rorl!:lg.1ta1 i~3.ct.

2.
A "o:!"idgo acro ss tl'1e Ka-~~i

1iver com;leted ~ 1993, co~bined ~.1th thG de~o~?hic

cl~~es has mauG the aT~a to the west of thG ~~er Q =igration

ba~eT to tigers, li~ tL~g the ~opu1ation to Bardia ~~d

3~~e ri9tTicts of thG ~ ~!er ~~d isolating a ~Gcn~~t l~d~~

of tigers to the we9'~. For 0"1'9r 30 yet?Ts a p!"OpO~Gd. dQm

on ~he Ka~a1i Ri~eT u~stream from the ~~~ has bean on .

the d..."""a~~g board. If the project evmt'tlally goes ahead,

i t vlo~d adversely affect ti1e best l1aci tat on the westorn

edge of the pa~k \"Jhere the highest concentration of tigers

is founa..

3'. Demo~phic cl1anges L"l the K.sncl~~puZ' Dist~ct of I\:epal end
the resettl~ent of B~g2li re~geGe ac~ss the border L~
India llave isolated the Sukla Pha..'lta population. The excellmt
habitat of the ~eSGrvG is now an ie1~~d ~~ounded by human

acti ""1 ty .
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C. THE IMPACT OF COrJMERCIAL POAC~~NG

; ~ ..' '. ,,' Direct evidence of tiger PCJSoch:!.ng no~1:7 occurs only whm

poa.cl~ers aTe caught To&-handedt Ol" tiger 'bones are sei-zed. So

far theT3 i9 no Stlch evidence of tig~r pOi3.Ch1ng .from either Bardia/

?anke or Sukla Phanta. i;eve~helesst the:re is no reason to believe

th t those areas are immune. The pronmi '~y of' Roya.l 3e.rdi-a,

iTationaJ. Pa!'k to th trade ~ute up tho K::.lm3li gorge end ac:'Oss

the "ooI'de~ to the T"ibetan market tom of ~~slda.kot ~eo it :=9S!:!
"1~""'e"l~ -'"T"",~ ':-1"", J-""...",~.(. ~V n~ ~'~.;' ~~-..;. no '" -""'~\. '; mn-'!O"'~~"' sed--"'-.l-,j ;.." '.I..;;'; \:i"-"'" '" l.CJ~"" " ,;"'oJ "' v ,

~ ...~ ~.. .~~~""" ~ . f' -,'J':c~y :Je J.:'m:'!?~~'G. J.."" J. 3 lOC-:r.. ,,~u oones C:Oc:!""'~g up _:'C!:J. .L.nu.-1.o, ::1.re
" C 1~ ~"-""" u rt~ ..,.estc ~ '-1cp .-,' .'~" ~~ b l"l+~~G::::'- II! v ~ ,. -~ ~ ;,"" -.I.. \:;I ...

Evid~ce of ~os.c1"..ing in Cl".i t~ is indirect. Since 1980 I l"-a.ve

been ~o~toring the tigers in the weete~ half of Royal Clutwen

L1c"Gional ?aTk. Thera Was a slot? inc:oease iri the nU!:.ibeT of Z'o!J3les

oi b~30~G age ~~til 1987-88, when saturation see~Q to r~ve be~

reaclled. There vas a sudden decline du~~g tho n8~ t:~ee years

t7he!1 10358S 8:tceeded r~lo.c~e!.'lts reStll ting 1.."'1 3. !:e.~ loss of 33

po:" c~t c:: ";jhc ~Tce&~g tigresoea. ':ioTst ~e 1990 ~lhen £179 'Jut

c -Z el~'f;j~ '",,':J9re lost !;3.1'ld only three :"epl3.ce':1. D\).~ ng thepast tvJO

years, 1992 ax:d 1993, -'ur.0re were tm loese:ot rot three ~ew tigresses

T'Jc:"'.li tad. ThG net loss for the !,a.!3t fi ..,e years is 25 per c~t.

J~l!dgin.g from tl~s li:::.i te~ sample, as well as oocouraging repo:-ts
i~D the e~3te~ C~~t~~, tiger poacring seems to have -

s-tabilised, at least tempomrily. This, com~.t.od m th good
Tepro~.lc"tion in 1992-1993 has gi v~ the popul~tion a cl".ance to

recover.

D~Ting th9 past t~ years there ~~s .~e~ a drsoatic inc~ease in
rl~no poac~J-~g. ~le concentration of the poaching community on
the Dore luc~3tive rhino horn may. b~ve relaxed pr~ssur~ on the
~iger popu1a~ion.. At Bardia also, a1 though there is no evidence

of tiger poaclnng, several rhinos have been killed.

~ network of ~aid informers, who sometimes pose as de~ers,
comb~ed with a system of paying rewards of uptG Rs 50,000
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and traffikers, have been effective. Thirty-five people, 17 of

them rhino. tiger and leopard poachars and 18 middle le~e1 dealers

have been arrectod this YGar and 0:0 in jail, or in e few cases out

on bail a~ai tL~g trial. There have boon two recent ~andcents

to tho 1973 l~ational Parks and \'iildli~e Conservation f~ct; thoDe

providc stiffer pen~tics. Fon1lerly the ma:d.~ pcnalty for
killing a tiger 'i"JaS thrGe yoors in jail and/or Rs 15,000 "fino;
no ,,v there is. a ~~~ s~tcnCG of fi~e year~ L~ jail snd f~~~

of Rs 50taOO, ~~d a ~~~~~~~ of 15 tea~s L~ p~GOn ~d R3 100,000
f'-j ,., Q

8

::':!70 s~ecia1 ~ti-ya.oc1"dng teD=.S ='epo~ing Ci:'ectly to the ?a~.I:.

-:-:8Z'doo of ~ys.1. Chi ~~a.."'l :7atio:lal PaZ'k hrlve 11een creatGd to

supp2 ~ent the pro~ec"':iion ~ffoTded b~?' the Ro~ i.T e:p:l1 AI'::1:"..

In ~onclusio~t tho si~tion ct tl:e clos~ of 1993 does not seen

~O c1:.:O0 as oJ. t clid ir. ~:o?~ber 1992 ~t 'th6 ti:no of the Ca'~ SpGcicl

Grou~ ~3etinb L~ new De~~ir ry~t t11GTO is ~O ~eason for co~13c~1cy.



7Tfa...'t ~') lJ N T 1\ IN' ,
THE PIONEERS OF HIMALAYAN TREKS, JUNGLE LODGES AND WILDLIFE CAMPS

16 December, 1993

Peter Jackson
Chairman
Cat Specialist Group
1172 Bougy
Switzerland

Dear Peter,

I was unable to attend the regional Cat Specialist Group meeting
convened by Valmik Thapar in Delhi 11-12 December. Nevertheless,
~ enclose a copy of a brief report (somewhat hastily written) on
the status of the tiger in Nepal at the close of 1993.

-
The total number of tigers in Nepal given in the original report
to him was 200-230. I have since revised that to 224-258, since
the original calculation used the wrong formula to interpolate the
total number of tigers from the number of breeding adults.

All the best.
Yours sincerely,

{;~A.A.e£
Charles McDougal

TIGI:R TOI)9 NI:i'AI.
TEL: 222706. 226173
TELEX: 2216 TIGTOP NP
,.. AnI"'. TI~I::I:)T,",I:)C

TIGER TOPS PVT. L TO.
OURBAR MARG/P .0. BOX 242


