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-THREE .TIGER PQRULATIGHS
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The larges® is the Chitwan/Paraa/(Valnil-i) ponrulation,
encorpas-ed by Royol Chitwan lational Park, Parss Wildlife
Aeperve, and India's Valmilki Tiger Reserve in Sinar, o Sosal
of 1875 2q km of proitected habitat, fouxr Jifihg of it in
lepal and one fifsh in India, The population continues .
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4+ ig ea%imated dhet the number of Brecding odulic iz

figpal nortion of the population isglQr= 45, comm from oo
catimated 55 in 3he late 80z
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ional Park and the rest
Distziet up to the edge
1 1989, the Zerdiaz/Benke
were c-mnected with, those in ZXailali, which formed part of
the same population, them estimated at 50 breeders, Tow
tha foilali tigmezs cre isolzted by a2 migretion barrier and
I have written them off for the purpose of this discussion;
the days of these scattered tigers in ever fragmenting
habitet are limited.
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Smallest of the three nopulations
lation, with an estimated 12 = 15 breeding coudss confinegd
40 +he RBoyzl Suklg Phanta eserve with an area of
155 @g I in the process of being extended to 310 sq b,
It is possible that this popylation is connected with the
U,P forests but the corrider, if it still exists, is
extremely tenuous,.

The three tiger populations in Nepsl, excluding the isoleoted
rernant tigers in Kailali end elsewhere, are represented by
B2 = 95 adult, resident breeding tigers, yielding o total of

294-25¢% tigers of ell ages.
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DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS AND DE#OGRAPEIC CHANGE IMPACT ON
TIGER HABITAT

veda

Royal Chifwan llational Pari vme satéblished in 1973,
Iuring two decades the nopulation of Chitwan rose from
250,000 (1371) to 355,000 (1991), an increese of 92 per
cente The pressure on the Park and surrounding areas

from lmeman activity has =lmeoet douhled gince the Park's

inception. The Tgot foptd Irrigetion Preject, (Asien
Develonnent 2amk), would have had a disastrous effect o
the riverine floodplain habitst dowmnsireznm, “here highess

tiger dengity =nd most rprodction oscurg., Fortunataly,
he nroject has beer shalvad as the result of a reassesmaent
itz mvironmaial impact. '

Adoral Sordia anzl FPorlk boe bogsmt Weected by the Hzhiendrs
Rajmarz (Zest Test B ahwEy). sridro oeroz3s the Eampaid
Adver comnleied in 19S3, combined with the demogzophic

chanzes has made 3he azréa 4o the wess of the Tiver o migration
barrier $o tigers, limiting the populaiion o Sardia and

{u—.
Senlze Tigtricts of' the miver and isolating 2 zernant handful
of tigers %o *the wezsds Tor over 30 yezrs a preposed dem
or the Xarmali River *nstream Prom the vark hes bean on |
the drawing boards If She project cventually pgoes zhead,
i4t would adversely affect the bpest havitat on the westemrn
edze cf the park where the highest concentration of tigers
is found,
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Demographic chemges in the Kanchanpur District of fepal and
the rescttlenmant of Bengeli refugecs acyoss the border in

India have isolated the Suldis Phentzs ponulation. The excellent
habitat of the reserve ‘is now an icland suz ounded by human
activity,
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C, THE IMPACT OF COMLIERCIAL POACEING

Direct evidenice of tiger poaching ‘noxmally occurs only when
poackers arc caught rede-handed, or figer bones are seized, So

far thers is no such evidence of tiger poaching from either Bazdia/
Zanke or Sukla Phanta, Nevertheless, there is no reason to believe
th % these creas are immmne., The proximity of Royal 3erdia
dational Park $o th +trade route up the Xarmali gorge and across
the border o the Tiveton meritet town of Taklakot malzes it zeem
1ikely thes the throat, cven if i$ has not yeu inmalerialised,

moF be immizent, It iz kmow $hot bones coming up from India axe
amugzled through westerm ficpal o fibet.

Evidence 0% noaching in Chi4twan is indirect. Since 1380 I have
been nogitoring the tigers in the westerm half of Royal Chitwen
Jetionzl Park. There was o slow increase in the number of females
of breoding age until 1987-88, when saturation seems to have been
reocheds There was 2 sudden decline during the next three years
when lo3ses exceeded replacaments resuliing in 2 zet loss of 33

nor et o2 %he breeding tigresges., Torst was 1960 when fivs out

cf cleven were logst and only thres replzced, During thepast two
years, 1892 and 1993, there were tw losses, tut three new tigresses
roemaiteds The net loas for the past five years is 25 per cenve
Judgingz from this limited sample, as well as encouraging reporis
fron %the enstera Cnitwan, itiger posching seems to have
gtabilised, at least temporarily. This, comwiocd with good
reproduciion in 1992-1993 has given the population a chance %o
TECCTVET, '

Daring ths pasi two years there has been a dramatic increase in
rhino poaching, The concentration of the poaching commmnity onm
the nore lueraiive rhino korn may have relaved pressure on the
tiger population,, At Bardia also, eithough there is no evidence
of tigar poaching, several rhinos have been killed.

A network of paid informers, who sometimes pose as deelers,
combined with a system of paying rewards of upto Rs 5C,000
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and traffikers, have been effective, Thirty-five people, 17 of
them rhino, tiger and leopard poachers and 18 middle level deslers
have been arrestod this year and are ir jail, or in e fow cases out
on ball awaiting $rial, There hove boen two Tocans anandnents

to the 1973 National Parks ond W1diife Conservation Loty  thoge
provide stiffer penaltics, Formerly $he maximum penalty for
killing a tiger was three years in jail and/er Rs 15,000 fines

now there is o mimdrun semiwmee of five yvears in Jail and 2ine

c? Rs 50,000, and o mammur of 15 Years in pricon ané Rs 100,000

“wo speecial anti-pacching tenms reporting dtzectly to the Pazk
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c
arden of Royal Chitwan liziiomal Pazk have been creatoed %o.
surplement the protection afforded by she foyal depal Army,

In conclugion, the gi%fvation 2%t the cloge of 1293 does not seen
s drc a5 1t 8id in lovember 1922 at the 4ime oF 4the Cob Speeial
Groun mceting in Few Dehli, Wu% there i no —ezson Tor Cooplacancy.
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TICGEER

THE PIONEERS OF HIMALAYAN TREKS, JUNGLE LODGES AND WILDLIFE CAMPS

16 December, 1993

Peter Jackson
Chairman

Cat Specialist Group
1172 Bougy
Switzerland

Dear Peter,

I was unable to attend the regional Cat Specialist Group meeting
convened by Valmik Thapar in Delhi 11-12 December. Nevertheless,
T enclose a copy of a brief report (somewhat hastily written) on
the status of the tiger in Nepal at the close of 1993,

The total number of tigers in Nepal given in the original report
to him was 200-230. I have since revised that to 224-258, since
the original calculation used the wrong formula to interpolate the
total number of tigers from the number of breeding adults.

All the best.
Yours sincerely,
)

-

Charles McDougal
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