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‘The stutus of the tiger in India is a cause for anxicty to conservatio-
mists.  Though definite data are not available that the population has
guie down in nmbers, the progressive deforestation of most of the tiger
harbitats and availabic mformation of uncontrolled and unethicat shooting
and other mathods of killing justity this anxiety. No information is
avallable on the status of the species in the various states of the Union.
Estimaics of the toial population based on conjecture, for example the

weatintde of 4000 gigers made by the late Mr. E. P Gee, are undesirable
a8 they are likely io be interpreted as the actual position. The tiger has
ica) aed itsell 1o live in all but the extreme life zones in the country and
the Pespulation in the various zones would vary according 1o the enviton-
mental «onditions ; knowledge of the situation in one or two life zones
cainat be Lsed as a basis for estimating the position in other arcas and
stll stalemerus on Lhe tiger popudation become meaningtess,

A vensus is - very necessary but beyond the capacity of a single indi-
vidual to undert gke considering the vastness of the tiger habitat in the
vopniry.  Howevesp, e was felt, that information on the positien of the
iger in the variew s siates could be immediately obtained through a
questionnaire Clrctinated among the field staff of the Forest Duepartments
at theievel of foresters, w iho are the most likely o see tigers ov their tracks.
The Chict Conservalors 052 Forests of the various slates were approached
and hwose of the States of  Maharashtra, Gujarat, Mysore, Andhra
Pradesh, Rajusthan, Madhya  pradesh, Assam, Madras, and W. Bengal
very Kudly agreed (o cirenlatv s gmong their ficld staff, a guestionnaire
scehing information on the tiger/tigners in their cange or beat and whether
ther information is based on sighting oy (racks, whether resident or visi-
toes, i visitor cause for migration, and iyformation on when a tiger was
Jast seen and when a tiger was last shotin L ke area,  Completed question-
naires covering either the whole or part of Tihe Siates of Muharashtra,
Madbya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Wset Bengal and Assam
were received and the data obtained are discussed below : .
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Maharashica

Out of the 26 Civil districts in Maharashtra completed questionnaires
were received from 12 districts oaly covering 18 forest divisions (Table 1).
Tigers probably oceur in the Ghat aress of Kolhapur, Satara, and Poona
districts and in the 4 Vidarbha districts of Buldana, Amaravadi, Nagpuy,
and Yeotmal. How far the data obtained represent the true pesition is
discussed in the concluding part of this note.  Where it was once well
known the tiger has now become almost extinct or has disappeared.

TanLe ]

PUPULATION ESTIMATES OF TIGERS [ FOREST INIvIsions oF MAHARASHTRA

Numbet of

Civil District Forest Division tigers
ropotted
Ratnagiri Sawaniwadi 5
Kolaba Kolaba 15
Thana Thana 6
Nasik East Nasik |
West Nasik 13
Bhulia Narth Dhulia 4
West Dhulia 0
Jalgaon East Khandesh
Yawal 4
Aursngabad Aurangabad 0
Nanded Manded 12
Akola Akola y
Wardha Waurdhi 4
Chandrapur East Chanda 1
Bhamragad 5}
West Chanda 748
South Chanda K
Bhandara Gondia 17

Total 267

Madhya Pradesh

The information obtained is not complete coming from only 5 out of
43 Civil districts and covering six forest divisions (Table 2). This is
untortunate as Madhya Pradesh still has some of the best tigec habitats in
the couniry and a report covering the whole state is essential for precise
estimates of the total population.
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TamLk 2

PORPUL ATION ESTIMATES OF TIGERS IN FOREST IMVISIONS IN MADHYA PRADESH

Number of
Civil Passrict Forest Division tigers
repotted

Betui West Betul 14
Rigarh Jashpur 9
Schore West Bhopal 17
Mandla NMarth Mundla 3
South Mandla Fh
Seoul Sauth Seoni 18
Towl 139

Rajusthan

The ceparts from five forest divisions of Rajasthan cover five ow of
the 26 Civil districts and represent probably all the available tiger habitag
in the Siate (Table 3). The tigers of Rajusthan represent the wesiern
limits of the population in the Gangetic Plain at the present time.

Tapie 3

Puptil 110N ESTIMALES OF TIGERS W FOREST DIvISIONS IN RAJASTHAN

Number of

Clivil Dispeict Forest Division tigers
reported
Ajmr Ajmer U
Bt pur Bharatpur 4
Hadawac Jhaluwar k)
Bunbi Bundi o
Tonk Sawaimadhopur 7

Taowml 24

Ustar Pradesh

The reporis reecived cover 16 out of the 54 Civil districts and 31
tarest divisions and appear to represent almost all areas in the State
halding the tiger (Table 4). It is noteworthy that the tiger is restricied 1o
the disiricts bordering the Himalayas and districts in the south and east
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buordering riger habitats in Madhya Pradesh and Bihar.
wdjoining Nepal appear to have the largest population.

The districts

TanLE 4

Purtii ATION B3TIMATES OF TiGERS W FORENT YIvVISIoNs 1N U {1AR PRADESH

Number of

Civil District Farest [ivision tigers
reported
Yaranasi Varanasi 10
Jhansi Bundelkhand 2
Banda 6
Lakhimpur Kheri North Kheri 52
South Kheri k)
Pilibhit Pilibhit A0
Gorakhpur Gorakhpur 13
Gonda North Gonda Td
South Gonda 0
Bahruich Baheaich 4
Garhwal Landsdowne 23
Kalagarh I8
Corbeti Nut. Purk 50
Bijnoo Landsdowne 7
Bijnor Plantation 5
Jaspur (W) f
Pauri Garhwal Landsdowne 6
Kalagarh 4
MNainital Ramunagar 19
Tarai & Bhabar L6
Haldwani 20
Pilibhii 8
Rampur Rohilkhand 3
Dedradun Di¢hradun (East) 12
Debradun (West) 10
Suhranpur Siwalik 13
Allahabad Allghabad o
Mirzapur Nortls Mirzapur 4
Yaranasi 2
Dudhi 4
Son 2
Toatal 528
West Bengal

The three civil districts of North Bengal appear to hold the majority
of the tigers in West Bengal (Table 5). There are probably a few in the
Midnapus and 24-Parganas districts,
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TabLE 5

231

Cavil Dristewt

Julpaiguri

arjeeling
Couch Heha

Number of
Forest Division Tigers
reporied

Caoch Behar 17
Jalpaiguri 1
Kalimpong 12
Cooch Behar 23

Tuotal 53

Assam

The reports from the 18 forest divisions of 10 civil districts cover all

the major tiger habitats in the State (Table 6).

hunk of the Brahmaputra appear to hold the majority of tigers,

TabLE &

POPLLATION BSTIMATES OF TIGERS IN FuresT DHVISIONS IN ASSAW

Districts on the north

Number of

Civil District Forest Division Tigers

reporied
Mize Hiils Mizo Hiils 4
Kamrup Wild Lile fh
South Kamrup 5
Stbsagar Kazirangu 0
Sibsagar 170
Garg Hiils Garo Hills 1
PLatrang Darrang 154
North Kamrup 12
Cioalparu North Kamrup hl
Goalpara West 0
Kachugaon ]
Goalpara East s
Hathigaon 5
Lachar Cachar i

United Khust and  United Khasi snd

Jaintia Hills Jaintia Hills 5
Loakhimpur Disteict Dibrugarh iy
* Digboi 42
Nowgong Nowgong I

Total $16
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Other States

Some isolated respouses were received from olher states, In
Himachal Pradesh, the Nahan Forest Division of Sirmur District reports
a tiger {Table 7). This is apparently the limit of the western distribution
of the specics in India,

The Scerctary of the High Range Game Associations {(Keralu) lisls
4 figers as occurring in the Kanan Devan Tea Concession area of the
Anaimalar Hills. A member of the Society in Adilabad District, Andhia
Pradesh, feels that there are perhaps §2 tigers in the Nirmal Forest
Division of the district.

Tanci 7

Purtbanoy EsnMares of TiGERs N Foresr Divisions IN oiHER Srats

Number of

Stides Civil District Forest Division Ligers
— reported
ihMacHAL PRADESIH Sivmuar Nahan i
KERALA Anaimalai 4
ANDHRA PRADESH Adilabad Nirmal 12
Total 17
TAamE 8

Tural. POPULATION ON [HE BASIS OF THE QUESTICENNAIRE

Maharashira 267
Madhya Pradesh 13
Rajasthan A
Ulttat Pradesh 524
West Bengal 5y
Assan h1l)
Himachul Pradesh, Kerala and Andhra
Pradesh 17

Total 1540

IDisCuUSSION

The mauin difficully in assessing the data obtained through the question-
naire s that unless the person evaluating the information has personal
knowledge of the areas covered by the reports it is impossible to have un
avcurate assessment.  For instance, in a Forest having four beats one
tiger may be reported by each of the four beat officers and it would be
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pipessible without personal knowiedge to determine whetlier one or
more than ene tiger is involved,  However, the study of the reports shows
that in the majority of cases the officials concerned have reported con-
servativaly and avoided exaggeration.  Juis difficult 1o accept the large
numbers reporied from one area on the basis of tracks, as it is extremely
ulikely that the person reporting has the knowledge 1o separate tracks
with that awionit of accuracy. [ am also unable to accept the figures of
a0 tgers For Kagranga amd 50 tor Corbett National Park.  Similarly,
Cview with considerable scepiicism the estimate from the Western range
ub Dacang Division, Assam, which veports 100 tigers, a1l non-resident
visthois U The estimaies tor Darvang and Sibsagar districts require very
v s dalct pretation,  The majocily of the replics received speak ol
vistls dariag pariicaliar months of the year and reports of resident tigers
HYEV IO

This note was circulated in deabl form among persons with expericnce
ub codritons dn various parts of Maharashtea State.  Opindons expressed
suggest that 10 s very unhikely that 15 figers ocenr in Kolaba Pistrict
aidd posaibly fcopards are meant. 1 owas also suggested it resident
vigers ave unlikely in the districts of Thana, Kaolaba, Nasik, Abmednagar,
Pouta, Satara and Kolhapur.,  According to Mr. G. V. Bedekar of the
Sactety s Excowtive Commiliee a census on 1961-62 showeil a 1olal of
Ja7 tigers in the State. 1t s guite likely that the data obtained trom e
vigrlous  states miay  need considerable revision when examined by
knowicdgeable persons in those states,

in oview ol the difticaltics i assessing the data the information
ablaihed can only be considered as giving a clue 1o the tolal popualation
ab the nger i badia, The number of Ggers in the States ol Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal and Assam
fetals 0323 the areas covered by the completed guestionnaires | the
eaitsa Disted iy perbaps vountered by the animals existing i arcas from
which lorntition was not obtained.  Tigers do net ocenr i Punjub,
L vana and Kashmie and even i halt the number (or the six states for
whieh data are available, ave added ta the total to cover Ggers it the Stutes
of Cagarat, Mysore, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Aadhea Pradesh, Orssa,
NGBS Nagaladd, and Manipar, the 1otal still renains below 2500,
Thies 4 by no means o conservative figure,

The viger should be considered a species i danger of extincton and
shoubd be protecied against both shaoting and the poisoning of 1ty Kills
with zine phosplide, endrin, folidol, and other wseaticides, which along
with defurestation were given in the completed questionnaires as (he
witin reasons far their deeline. The trend iy for the population of tigers
fu ditferent pavts of the country to become isolated.  Shooting of tigers
is bunncd i some states but without & ban on the shooting of its food
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