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Abstract: The Air Force Base in the north-eastern Transvaal region of South Africa is situated 
within bushveld terrain where quite a large variety of smaller game can be found wandering onto 
the landing strips. This has become a serious safety hazard with various incidents recorded over 
the last couple of years of aeroplanes being involved in collisions – or near collisions – especially 
with impala, duiker and warthog. During June 1993 relocation of radio-collared cheetahs from the 
Hoedspruit Cheetah Breeding and Research Centre were relocated to the security area of the 
nearby Air Force Base in order to hunt down game on the runway. The cheetahs in this ecological 
experiment are to be instrumental and vital to promote flight safety and keep small game 
numbers in check. 

 
 






