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Abstract: The recent availability of serologic tests has changed the practice of veterinary 
medicine. These assays not only assist with the diagnosis and treatment of recognized 
syndromes, but they permit identification of new, poorly defined disease entities. Assays kits are 
available for FeLV, dirofilariasis, rheumatoid arthritis, enterotoxigenic colibacillosis, and failure of 
passive transfer. The purpose of this report is to discuss the theory behind diagnostic serologic 
testing, rebut selected misconceptions, and suggest strategies for interpreting the results of 
diagnostic serologic tests. Also, the authors have provided adaptations of standard statistical 
methods, sample calculations, general references, and a glossary of terms. 






















