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Abstract: In Namibia, most of the free-ranging cheetahs live on farmlands where they can present 
problems to the farmers. As a part of the disease surveillance programme all captured animals 
are tested for the presence of antibodies to feline viruses as well as having DNA RFLP pattern 
assayed. To date 134 animals have been tested for antibodies to feline herpes, calici, 
panleukopenia, leukaemia, immunodeficiency and corona viruses. The tests employed include 
commercially available ELISA kits, immunofluorescent antibodies assays (IFA) and western 
blotting. The animals have been shown to be positive for herpes, calici, panleukopenia, 
leukaemia and coronaviruses as well as toxoplasmosis. Two individuals tested positive for feline 
immunodeficiency virus antibodies by IFA but were negative on western blotting. 






