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Abstract: Field survey of known and potential cheetah habitats in the northern sector of the 
Egyptian Western Desert was carried out to collect data on the present distribution and status of 
that animal in Egypt. Data were also gathered on the ecological characteristics of present 
cheetah habitats and the status of known and potential cheetah prey species in the area. Impacts 
of human activities on the cheetah, and on its preys and habitats were also investigated. The 
results show that the cheetah has disappeared from most of its former range in the northern part 
of the Egyptian Western Desert. Its entire population has been reduced to what appears to be few 
individuals confined to a highly inaccessible area in the northern and western parts of the Qattara 
Depression. These individuals appear to be essentially nomadic, roaming over a vast area of the 
desert in search of prey. Habitats presently occupied by the cheetah in Egypt include uninhabited 
oasis depressions within the Qattara Depression. Large groves of Acacia raddiana west and 
southwest of these habitats appear to be regularly visited by cheetahs. The survey also showed 
that gazelles, which constitute an important cheetah prey item, have been largely exterminated 
throughout the study area as a result of uncontrolled illegal hunting with the exception of a small 
population which still survives in the western part of the Qattara Depression. Cape hare and 
several rodent species are numerous throughout present cheetah habitats, and may constitute 
the main cheetah prey in that area. We compare morphological character of cheetahs of the 
Egyptian Western Desert to those of cheetahs from different parts of the world range of A. 
jubatus. Stringent conservation measures are needed to save this rare and possibly unique 
population of the cheetah. 




































