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Abstract: Distribution maps and species accounts are presented for 32 indigenous carnivore species that 
have been recorded in Natal. Each species account deals with current distribution and former distribution 
where known, status, habitat preferences and living requirements, social organization, key life history 
features, threats, and importance to humans. Conservation importance is rated using a scoring system. 
Four species occur marginally in the extreme north-east, at the southernmost limit of their distribution 
(Canis adustus, Civettictis civetta, Paracynictis selousi, Helogale parvula). Two species (Genetta genetta, 
Galerella pulverulenta) reach the easternmost limit of their distribution in the drier upland grassland of 
western Natal, and another two species typical of more arid regions (Otocyon megalotis, Felis nigripes) 
have been recorded only once in the drier grassland. Four species (Canis mesornelas, Genetta tigrina, 
Atilax paludinosus, lchneumia albicauda) occur throughout in all bioclimatic regions, and lctonyx striatus 
occurs in most regions. Vulpes charna, Cynictis penicillata, and Proteles cristatus occur mainly in drier 
upland grassland of the north-west. Four species (Poecilogale albinucha, Herpestes ichneumon, Felis 
serval, Felis lybica) are confined to moist midland and upland grasslands, as well as coastal grassland. 
Both Galeralla sanguinea and Mungos mungo occur throughout lowland woody vegetation, with the former 
extending into midland regions. Lycaon pictus (re-introduced) and Mellivora capensis are confined mainly 
to lowland bushveld regions. Two hyaenids (Hyaena brunnea, Crocuta crocuta) and three large felids 
(Acinonyx jubatus, Panthera pardus, P. leo) are confined almost exclusively to larger protected areas in 
bushveld. The two otters (Aonyx capensis, Lutra maculicollis) occur mainly along rivers and streams in the 
western highland areas. Felis caracal has shown greatest range extension during the past 20 years, 
currently present in all moist upland grassland areas. The most threatened species is Poecilogale 
albinucha : at risk owing to loss of habitat, use in traditional medicine, and predation by dogs. 'Other 
seriously threatened species are the two otters (habitat deterioration, catchment management), Felis 
lybica (hybridization with F. catus), and to a lesser extent F. serval (loss of habitat, human interference). 
For the larger species incompatible with human settlement (Crocuta crocuta, large felids), confined mainly 
to certain protected areas, population expansion is limited. 














