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Abstract: If Laurie Marker-Kraus was not the only viticulturist in Oregon with her own cheetah, she
certainly remains the only one who ever took a cheetah to Africa and taught it to hunt.
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T Laurwe Matker-Kraus was not the only viticul-
Autist 1 Onegun with hez ovn th!mnh s doubdful

prep e
wh tver fovk 4 cheviah to Afrks sod taught H 1q

i, .

‘The cheetah’s rame was Khayam (23 n Oinar),

a year ol Geale 1hat Marker-Kiavs had taiscd
fiom 3 nketh-old kitten alter throwing over the
wine-gtowing busineda to gel back led anbmals,
Khayai slept by her bed at home and rode with

* et to work at Wikdiife Safari, & drive-thiough
gane park in Cregon’s Umpqua Valiey. It was
there Marker-Keaus had leacned Just how tapidy
the world's (astest lind animal was vashbing in

1he only ont

Laurie Marker-Kraus

THEETABS, Frem C1

Hew off, 1 began thinking ‘I she
doesi't leam 1o hunt Il never get
fome,”

Ihayam did eari—you can catch
Ywr achion in the opening Acquince
of "Amezlcan Sportsman®™—but it
ook Z¥ months.

*| kept sunning after them wnd
eventuatly she figured, "This must
b somsething Mom wants, Maybe |
.an help,” and began irying to herd 8
ew back to me, Finally, by instinct
3 a senae of play, she tripped upone
ite sizinbok. {icflon it, e Jumped
n me and | loreed her jaws around
he windpips snd squeeted them
thut, Adter that she got the iea.”

. These days Marker-Kraea, 38,
alking cheetahs at the Natiorul Zoo,
which has't had any since 1980, If
hat seems strange It slso says
wenething about cheetahs, whose
soblema wurviving both in and vt
A captivity are every bl a3 exotic a3
he spolted cals themselves.

Marker-Kravs, who grew up sur-
~ownded by

ankoials in rural Callior-

wa, now apends her days on the
shone coordinating cheetsh data,
“gising resesrch funds snd davising 3
‘species survival program” for chees
-ahs to help istitinions and govern-

ments belter prolect and propagate
them,

The Walt Disney peoply called
her, InphJ to cast Hhayam in the t-
the current fibm "Chee-

sttention on the big cats, “Dut | had
10 teler them to some oiher cheelah
owners. Khayam died & few years
spo t tho sge of I.P.llm!ihehs-

Ing iny beat friend,

Tseasured for their speed and ele-
gance by everyone from Pharschs lo
film sars, cheetishs have been hept
by humans for mote (han 4,000

155 i statle; Josephine Dake
] ; Jose r
eaded one on the atreels of Pasia,

uniil 1956, the only recorded
cheetalt birth in caplivity was docw-
mentéd by Akbar the Great, one of
the Mogul rvlers of India, In the

15th century. Today, about hall the .
650 mh:z

cheetahs (out of an &s-
timated workd on of 15,0000
in eaplivity, bul it's
schentista

e pmiog thnve to unlock.
Cheelahs would seem to have
evolved, through selective breeding,

the witd and began sludying the dilficult task ol
hreeding the aristocratic cata b capitdly.

But then she started wondeting: Suppose the
day comes when we have envugh cheetahp topelr  §
troduce 1o lhe wikl, Will they feed themselven by
Instinct or need directions? ! .

“Wo didir't know,” says Matkér-Keaus, her
cieetatlike checkbones Neahig beneath a jungle of
dark hair, "S0 | took Khayam to Nawdbia and
showed her some sntelope. Sha just’ 3ol there oa
the grasy with me, walching thems go by, { teled
yuruing alter them, She sn alier me thinking it
wan play time, ANC Television way there to fim
the dhing, After & day or so-they packed up and
said "Right. Call s when yo have somelhing,’ snd
Bea CHEKTAINS, CF, Col. 1
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Coand Je

Movie
‘Cheet

Chostakaxpret Liuets Marhus.enve ta frout of  pletere ut the Natlenal Zos,

genus thal ranke s tho most spechl-
ized in the felina family,

Their 20-foct strides and 70 mph
specd have been purchased at the
:r‘l:e of pawer and endurance, which

Jelt them wolnerable to other
prodators. Cheetahs are morely ag-
greasive and ol & By o

“lihe Ice age, cheetihs nmlatenllr

wete heatly wiped ool slong with sn-

Imats such as the 3aber-toolhed Ui

ger. They survived, but in such few

rumbers at the time that the specien
*genetle bottlensc!

¢ in subsequent genera-

3, '
| The result, Matker-Kraua and ,

t cheelsh vesearchers discov-

10 their astonishment only re-
cenily, s ihat the entire speciea toe
day shares o virtually identical
penetic ﬂAu?crwinL Cheetabs from
parts of Aftka thousands of miles
spacd are as atike in their cell alrue-
ture a9 haboratory mice dexcended
from 20 generallons of beother-sis:

tet breeding.
Such & Iack of iz 8 divers

l!!rl_mpwdudn‘m that breed
b I

less Jreq y
produce fewer and less healthy oft
soring, std are more vulnersble to
disensa, 1t also has keft acienthale fow
places 1o fura i their sesrch for
wayn (o increane the stock of clee-
tahs workdwide and safeguard them
ngainat extinction, .

While a few 2008 sad gama parks

+ aroutd the world have recently bred
heetahs wilh i 3

render thelr kills to Tons, hytnas or
vulures who show up while the fleet
cata are calching dhelr breath,

Thelr biggest handicep, however,
and the spparent choa to their Joog
veluzal to beeed in caplivily, s an ap-
patent of geselics, Some
10,000 years ago, near the end o

adic sucoess,
still ian't known just why some cou
m;o wouk snd same doti't. bnan of-
to find out, Marker-Kraus has
been designated keeper of tha inter-
nationst chectah stud book, which

recor
cheetshy hekdin 140 2008 sround the
world and charts thelr beeeding al-

. ,tempts and partners,

i

*1{ appears we may have to do ace
ua] physicals on all ihese rals,” she
sars, W onfer b Menilly atetile ks

Ve .
.. ik of her for e male atreet,”

chectah males, and ting sclen-
tiaks 1o maxiniize what litle genetic
varlstion there is within the spreies
1o peoduce more and heatibler chee-

tah cubs,
. =Jt's all part of 2 workiwide survive

o) alrategy we'ro urying to devise,
she uays.

Oller pasts of tha stralegy are no
Jess complex, While habitat dexirme-
tion snd other human population
presvares chectahs nut of some
areas of Alsics, game prescrved
have poven for them In
ancthet way, frontcally,” Matker-

mals competitive with Lhe cheetah,

3o they tewd 1o be crowded out
ml

11 all that makes things sound

hopeless, ‘Marher-Kraus believes Lhe

cheetsh can survive,

she't retum 10 Namibla, home of the

worid's largent concentration of.

riea,
don'y realirg how imnh
mnuumwmumnh

like the cheetsh and how Little 1ine
we have,” she aays. Even it 20 evaof
increasing enviconmental awsre-
hess, there is "yreat ignorance” even
mong tie . Animad
rights actbvists sve pasticularly frus-
traling becatse m don't scom 1o
wodersland the able Wrade-olls

| Colchuloms, T
e K ave st
1own commbssiontd & bronsti




Around
~and beyond

Everyone knows that a cheetah can run
faster than the speed limit on the Inter-
state. Not 50 many pcople know that
this lcopardlike animal is really a differ-
emt breed of cat, with a genus all to
itscll: Acinonyx; or that there's only one

- species, fubatus: or that the various sub-
species, based on the regions of occur-
rence, are 50 much alike that you might
as well forget them. Whether it hails
from the blistering hot Atlantic shore of
Sencgal or [rom Kruger National Park,
4,250 air'milcs away, a cheetah is simply
a cheetah.

That genetic homogeneity is a big rea-
son why this, the world’s most fleet-footed
land mammal, is also one of its most
cndangered creatures. It was to earn
more about cheetahs that I dropped in
at the Smithsonian's National Zoo re-
cently.

One thing that’s kept the number of
births down is genetic heaith. When
there’s little difference between the ge-
netic makeup of animals, they becotne
inbred. Their young don't live very
long~ofien don't even make it 1o birth,
Those highly - homogeneous cheetiths
are a perlect example, Lavrie Marker-

~ Kraus, a walish, Iriendly, thirtysome-
thing woman from Oregon, directs a
- National Zoo program calied New Op-

portunities in Animal llcallh Suvm [T

T INOALISY
- Marker-Kraus is generally rcco;,mml
as the world’s walking cncyclopedia of
cheetalis. Mention the word to her and

she lights up with a jolt of inri¢r yoltage. ™

This makes her a graufymg expert fora
journalist’ to interview, By the time |
screwed. up cnough courage 1o ¢: ih
by her first name, she wa lcllmg me
that cheetahs (at about three ti
present  100-pound  bulk) may have
originated in what is now Norlh Amer:
ica; that they once roamed the’ l'.mh. :

< lation crashed; that mdays chegtahs .
descend {rom the survivors ol Ih‘\l pup-
. ulnuon hﬂlllcncrk

cs ‘their .

that some 10,000 years ago their popu- + b encl,

|n|., to s.m' the I Im ida prntbser.

mgs o
National 700 director Michael Robinson.

.

Wild chectahs now number maybe
15,660, but they're split into small geo-
graphic cells, 100 here, 400 there.
That's why they lack genetic variety.

“Blame people like Akbar the Great

for a ot of the problem,” Laurie told

me. I was quite willing to, if only I knew
who he was. She enlightened me,
"Between the 14th and 16th centu-
ries, cheetahs were used for hunting in
Central Asia and India—the way some
people still do with falcons. Cheetahs
are easy to 1ame and get along well with
hutnans. Akbar the Grest, a Mogul
emperor, had 9,000 of them during his
reign. But the trouble is, they rarely
breed in captivity.” So the Asian chee-
tah is practically gone, and the African
is inbreeding, Seemingly this is the per-
{ect opportinity for 200 animals 10 step
into the breach and keep the species

alive, But it takes a lot ol lab work to
find cheetahs’ that are gcncncally dl-
verse cnuugh lor. brccdmg S

Lauric's giunt first step has been to

compile the "International Studbook™

of Acinonyx jubatus and keep it up-

“dated, This lists about 800 chevtahs in

2008 and captive wildlife parks (I counted
138 such places in my unpy) throughomt
the world. By réferring to it, zoo curators
d the NOAHS people, can identity
ly“of the sight age, health and

e
gram and the newiee hmqm-s of artihwial

Jweetialin: ather t'ud.uu,,('n-d L -will

g, with Florida officialy, i already 0y

16

;,m her wlnu she
-ftully born at Wildlife §
- Oregon, wheie T'ran the chee

gram, _W' had pl('lny of toom 1

t_(%.hmuml (o breed. Hahis e

- tional - Muse ni of Na ura
inseminttion’ and IVE van work with “o x

Fhe zoo team, colliaboi-

. up a bronie stalue:of her

- Zoo.”

ity jus! @ Im
afari in !

stafl umu;,h 1o work w:lh il
animals,“and (he result was |

“sucgesstul  breeding record is

America.”
Laurie mapaged to fit the lit

_tah, Khayam, into a country he

alrcady bulging with dogs, a gi!
and French Alpine goats, (She
helped develop the National
Goat Association.) Khayam w;
timorous and dependent. She'd
side Laurie around the proper
the village, She'd come wher
rang a bell. She was casily sh
out of the way at mealtime. The
American Sportsman series s
a visit to Africa. Laurie took

almost full-grown at just ovel
to see if zoo-raised cheetal

.someday be introduced into
Did they hunt instinctively or

learn from their mothers? *
wasn't at all like Oregon,” say
“"Khayam was scared at first a
very close to me."

It became clear that hunting wa
behavior. Laurie had taught th
to run after a mechanical lurs
Oregon, and in Africa she
to watering holes where hur
various antelope came to drin!
in the grass with Khayam 1
came close. Then I'd spring
dash afier it. Khayam would -
with modest interest, then roll
go 1o sleep.”

But after a couple of mo
chectah would lope along aftc
"She seemed to be thinking, *C
must want one of those thi
she'd course it back toward 1
she started tripping them, ai
she spilled one near enough s
jump on top of it. She just loo
‘that first time, but soon she go
She madc a few kills and bro

. back to me, and when she star
Cid prctend t take t
“would grt nggrcsswe toward N

: rt'mnnul., !rom 2 hllth in I!u
"*She 'was ‘very. surc of hersel!

still wondcr[ul with people, by

cher kmg a ',l_hc goals differ

probicm—lhcy once 'camc 1

But ‘the” best’ mcmorial;
Marker-Kraus ‘work at the

' __I:Zdwafds_ I_’aa






