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Abstract: Some notes about the occurrence of the cheetah, historical dispersal, reasons why it 
became extinct in Asia and reasons for its decline. Short description about the exceptional speed 
and appropriate the very adapted body features. 
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C H E E T A
E is for Extinct...F is for Forever, Extinction is Forever

Zoo Outreach Organizalion
chos€ th€ Cheeta as our slmbol
because this beauriful animal
become lolally exlind in India
relatively re.ently during lhe
1950s

It is a sensitive mimal, diffi-
cult to k€ep and breed in
capiivity, but \rirh care and
pati€nce it can be done.

lf our zoos had been fteeping
them and perfecling th€ hus-
ta.dry, it may not have been
necessary to lose the Ind Asiatr

This issue of Zoo-s Prinr is
devoted to the "fasrest lhing on
four legs" and a seieclion of
art;cles foiiow on various
asp€cts-now and then.
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AGILE SPRINTER
by Roopal Rawal, a CEE-NFS iuticle

The Cheelah is more often if not ahays,
mistalien for a panth€r or Leopard. But the distinct
profiie of the Cheetab wjth a steep outlinc ofits
forehead and the face marked by 'tear sr.ipes'
runnjng from the comer of the eyes do$n the
sides of the nose, difierentiates it ftom a panrher.
While the coar of the Cheetah is beavilv parterned
wrrh solid black sDors, that of tle paDther is
mflrked with .nal l  c lo,e-er brack rosettes

,{t one time Cheerah was \,!.idely dispersed
from India acoss to the Norrh oi Africa. dolvn
.har conitneni rnro Sou!h Afrjci, Today it is
resrflcled to Airica. One .Jf th€ reasons for irs
*clne in Ana rs rhar i r  pref:red ro I i \e in open
country. As alriculture spread, the Cheerah's
natural habirat was threatened as also its main
diet-blac&bucks and chirals. Of course rhe trade itr

coats, rugs, etc and lust for trophies did account
for a sudd€n fall in its number.

Some say that Cheetah became extinct in
Asia dlle to evolutionary factors. Somc orners
blame human intervention, ,lvhile a few consider
bjologjcal factors resDonsible. Whaler€r rne
reasotr, the fact remains rhat lik-- manv orher
fauda and flora species the Cheetah has become
a creatwe of the past. Environmentaljsas are
tryrng to re'tntroduce Cheetahs in India before it
is too late. ,So there is srill a ray of hope- But
whelher they will survive ard if thc-,'' do, wi 

 

they
muliiply o. brced successfuily. remains an entgma.

Wirh lilhe physique, sleek posrure and
Iegendar), speed, rhe Cheerah claims the ti e of th.
world's fastest land animal. The Cheelah shares
the characrerislic of being a sprinter, with olher
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cars..-But i t  is qui te dimcult  to say accumtelJ howr;!sr lt can run. lt is very fast over short disrances.
so-rnc-rn4rat bur\ t  of  spced is no doubr ama2rng.
t  ut  atLcr sonte t lm€ i t  gtves up the chase. The
wrd€ry accepred speed al.e. various rrials js 80 km
an hour.-  Bur i r  can a(ain a speed of  0 km an
nour and keep rr  up for about 360 m.

. he erceptional speed makes the Cneerah an
adept nunter. The gracs and elegance with which
ll 1"':. 

," rhe wild to capture a fleet-footed prey
sno$s rrs pro$ess as a hunler.  Most of.he bi !(a:s l ie in lvrrr  lnJ ser amburhes for rheir  prey.
But ihxr's nor rrue of a Che€tah. To caplure apre:/, it relies on its speed. The Cheerah usuaxy
sralks thc prey and chooses the animal rnat has
sep3rareri from the group. Th€ sralk is folloved
by a sp. inr.

. The prev is not taken with an urexpecrecl
le:p bur is pursued in an op€n chase. Ii can easrly
sere r.s p.ey aftef a shorr sprint but ifthe prey
h^-\  r  ruod .rrr f  

. r f ie:r  the Cheelrh m,ghr give Lrp.()nLe rt ie prer is t i  ed t t re Cheersh t ikes ro df int
the blood and ear the herrt and ki.tnevs iirst.
Thercrfrer the head is taken an,l only rhen is the
mr\cie meat p'eterrcd. A Cheetah is not likelv
to rJlum ro J kr i t  r f ler rb,-  nrrr  fee, l .

fie Odd Cat out

_ The small head, ftc narrow decD chcsa aod
trody, Ine tong. sine*y l imbr are rhc disr iocr ire
cnaracrerrsrrcs. that di \ t inguishes rhe Cheer3h from
oLD€r cars. l ts cta\rs are blunt and not as relr : rct i le
as some of the big cats. Th€se claws serve a
specif ic purposc of giv ing lhis spcedy animat an
addrtroqal Sr ip €ssenrir l  for sudden sroDs and
turns. I rs leerh are no( as sbarp as that of  a
panrber rnd a Tiger.  f t  has many doq-l i te ch3_
.acterrstrcs, too, For insrance lhe feet are very
much l ike rhxr of a dog. Ir  is onty when ir  srdks
ooes rr  remrnd one ofa car.  Cheetahs are sol i larv
bur,  occa5;onatty hunr iD pans. Croup" of up ro
lwelve oembers rna! be seen-

Bullock carrs we.. ur.d fol
on. didh t dirtutb tt. game.

'Cheetah 
Hunting A Royal Sport,

By Mr. Nirmalkumarsinhji of Bharoagar, Circa tgjt
Trrining a Cheetah to HUNT

,  ,  
Tle trx jning ofr  Chee!f i  rs a higbty rpecia_

rrseo,arr u(rng. rbe oldest rechniques step by srep
rr l l  rhe rni : la l  is fu y trained. The complerc
pr.o,e. lu c _needs pal jence and courree. Ir  sourd
tJre not le s lhan si \  monrh5 before he is t-ul ty
treired .}nd coukl pass a1l his examinadons. When
f"11r ' ra n(J re rs uushl ontv ro go nfrer rhe male-Black-Buck-.  

as by ourure he
K I i i  \ n i l e ! e :  c o m c s  j n  h r \  r e r c h .  r h i s  i s  . o . r l . r
dJe or r  tuu:,q fa$n. The fcedrng rnd cxre rs .r
rj:l rmportanr pafi. Also h rs most essenrial to
kcee th"- rnirnxl in perilct pht,sical condition
\rr|our grr  rg unnecessarv strrin. Tbe land
suitrble ao! his Lrigh speed is either deep soil or
grr.ssrands, even ploughed fields, but rougn and
rocky ground is not liked. There mllst ahvays be
a fnjr cllrnce for rhe bt&k-buck to escape tiom
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