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Abstract: Sixteen species of the large Saudi Arabian mammals are either rare or endangered. These 
include nine carnivores and seven artiodactyls. Two carnivores have become extinct in Saudi Arabian 
within recent times. The Asiatic lion Panthera leo vanished from Arabia by the middle of the last century 
and the last Asiatic cheetah Acinonyx jubatus in Saudi Arabia was killed in the early fifties of this century. 
Among the artiodactyls, the last wild Arabian oryx Oryx leucoryx was killed in 1972, and the dorcas gazelle 
Gazella dorcas is feared to have vanished from the wild in Saudi Arabia. The main contributing factors to 
the extinction and the existence of these large mammals seem to be overhunting, overgrazing and habitat 
destruction. Recommendations to alleviate the situations are given. A Red Data Book for the wildlife of 
Saudi Arabia is proposed. 


































