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Abstract: Namibia has one of the largest and healthiest wild cheetah populations. In 1974/75 
estimates for population figures are reported between 1,500 and 6,000 individuals. Farmers view 
the cheetah as a major cause of stock losses and kill them in ever-increasing numbers. These 
killings are allowed, as long as the cheetah was a threat to humans or livestock. Cheetah kills 
have to be reported and the person responsible is allowed to retain the skin. The Directorate of 
Nature Conservation carried out an intensive research project on cheetah on private farmland 
from February 1984 to August 1986, to investigate population status, cheetah problem on 
farmland, cost to farmers of cheetah predation and to establish suitable control and conservation 
methods to ensure the future survival of cheetah on private farmland. 








