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Abstract: 95% of cheetahs in Namibia are found on private farmland. No information was
available of any aspect of cheetah ecology on private farmland, all previous studies were done in
reserves or other protected areas. Field work was started in February 1984 on 20 farms in one of
the highest cheetah density and problem areas. During two years, 17 cheetahs were caught and
marked with radio-collars. Field work was completed in August 1987. Homerange size was 800
km2 for males and 1500 km for females. The density was estimated to one cheetah per 50 km2.
Diet was found to be mainly young calves of kudu, hartebeest and oryx. It was found that cheetah
only took calves from birth to about 8 months, and on average only 3-4 calves per farm were
taken by cheetahs. Males lived either solitarily or in groups of 2-5 males. Farmers in central and
northern districts of the country view the cheetah as the major cause of livestock losses. The
number of cheetahs being killed is increasing. The only possible way to ensure the future
breeding population of cheetahs on farmland would be to raise the economic value of the animal
for the farmer.
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6 Januery I987

Mr, P.Jackson

Chairman: Cat Specialist Group
II7I Bougy-Villars

SWITZERLAND

Dear Mr. Jackson,

Thank you very much for your letter of 7 November I987 and the
copies of CAT NEWS which was much appreciated.

I wag very su~prised to see that "cat problems" are so identical
throughout the world - and now do not feel so isolated anymore !!.

I was very interested to read about Zimbabwe's plans to allow hunting
of cheetah and the vurrent cheetah survey of Viv Wilson. I plan

t0 write to him scon, seeking some advice and communication on our
two very similar stituations.

Yes, I would very much appreciate it if you could put a surmary of
our cheetah situation here in S.W.A./Namibia in the CAT NEWS. I'm
including & resent preliminary report on our cheetah situation from
which you are welcome to use any information for the Cat News.

I would alsc really appreciate any comment, critisism or advice on
our situation and suggested management plans.

Attached please find a cheque for US dollars 20.00 for subscribtion a

and donation to Cat News.

With Best Wishes for I987.

Yours sincerely,

D.Morsbach

S. R.-O- "~ korrespondensie moal gerlg word aan Dle Sekretarls, Dept. van Landbou en Natuurbewartng,
All correspondenca to be sddressed to The Secretary, Dept. of Agricutture and Mature Conservation,
Privaatsak / Private Bag 13206 Windhoek 9000 . Suldwes-Afrika / South West Africa
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THE CHEETAH IN S.W.A,/NAMIBIA
(A short summary and Preliminary report)
INTERODUCTION:
S.W.A./NAMIBIA has one of the largest and healthigst "free
reaming” cheetah populations left in the world. (qégers, 1974; ff

Joukert and Mostert, 197%; Gaerdes, 13974)

No eccurate population estimate has been made in the past and
gstimates range from 1500 (Meyers, 19742 to B0O0O (Joubert and

Mostert, 1975 and Geerdes, 1974), with indicetions that this
porulation was increasing (Gaerdes, 1974; Jowkert and Mostert,

1875; MeVittie, 197B).

UVarious reasons are given for the cawse of the healthy and
thriving peopulation: Increased availehility of food and water,
Healthy game populations; ecrease 0f competitive predators,
Hunting behaviour of cheetah (not returning to carcass and thus
difficult to poisond; (Bush encrouchffment <(better cover Ffor
stalking and concealment From the Farmer/huntert; #&n increase in
small camps and fences on farms which increasss hunting success
considerably. (Gaerdes, 1874; Joubert and FMostert, 1975;
McUittie, 18978).

Although the chestah is classified as a8 "protected arimal” in the
loecal Nature Cpnservation Ordimance (in accordance with the
CITES Appendix 1 classification?, farmers may shoot chzetah to:
*Prevent a human From being injured or to protect the 1ife of any
livestock whilst the l1ife of such livestock 1s actually being
threatened. Any person who kills a cheetah must report it within

10 days angd will receive a permit for the possesion of that skin”
(Nature Conservation Ordinance of S.W.A./NAMIBIA 1975, MNo. 4

of 1875 Aticle 27(53(alr+(bid, }
The farmers view the cheetah as the major cau581&é'stocklosses
where-gver ®® cheetah occur on private farmland, and kill
theeteh in ever increasing numbers. (Gaerdes, 1974, Joubert and
Mostert, 1975; McUittie, 1978).

DISTRIBUTION:

More than 9%% of the cheetah population is found on private
Farmland - in mainly the Central and Northern districts (Between

19 arnd 23 S and 1% and 19 E)Y, an area of approximately 100 00Okm
Chestah are also Found in the southern districts of the country
(helow 23 S3, but only locally and sparsely dispersed.

See Map 1 for the distribution and Table 2 for percentage
cccurance, both from a guestionnaire survey in 1S82. C(Joubert,

Morsbach and Wallis, 18820



NUHBERS

It is virtwally impossible to give an accurate count of such an
elusive predator, especially on fFarmland where it is e:tensively
hunted.

Eag}ier estimates based on personal observation and EXpErisnce
(Méyers, 19743 and gquestionnaire results (Joubert and Mostert
18735) were both rough guesses at a time when no information

was available on the hcmqﬁange, density and other Factors of
cheetah ecology on farmland. The huge variation in the results of
these estimates, both carried out in the same year, clearly proves
that it 1is impossible to make any meaningful estimates of a
population if the basic data on that populaticn is not known.

THE CHEETAH AS A PROBLEM ANIMAL:

¥y 4
Farmers in the central and ngthecn districs of the couniry view
the chestah as the major cause Qﬁ livestock losses ands1s said to
be responsible for an annual loss of more than two million rand to
the cattle industry alecne. With the increasing economic valus cf

game in the country, Ffarmers are also, for the First time,
becoming very aware of the impact of cheestzh on this new scurce
of potential income. PR (P

Farmers therefore view the chestah wiifh no ecological benefit,
and thus as an animal that stands in direct competition to their
proa}ts with the result that cheetah are killed in gver-increasig
NUMET'S .

Anaother wvery impoprtant factor for this increased killing and
antagonism ageinst the cheetah was found te be the attitude of
Farmers towards local, but especially intermaticonal conservation
organisations.

The cheetah is derclared 2 "protected animal” under the local law,
and internationally "a highly endangered species, most worthy of .

protection . This is & very popular topic for the media and is
regularly published, in highly emotional tones.

The international conservation organizations placed a ban on all

trade with cheetah - live animals and gther products to ensure

the future survival of this predator.

Although more than 24% of this country is either procleimed
protected areas or falls wunder the direct Jurisdiction cf the
government, there is only one suitable area for cheetah - the

Etosha National Park. However;, this park also contains jarge
numbers of both licn and Hyaena and thus only a small cheetah
population. No other suitable area/habitat for the translocaticn

of cheetah exists in S.W.A./Namibia,

Thus when a Farmer cetches & che=stah that has kbaen causing

livestock losses o©on his Ffarm, he cannpt sell it to the game
dealers, as there is no market for live animeals, and nelther can he
give it to the local department, as they do not want it. The

Farmer is then also told that the cheetah is & protected and highly
endangered animal and that he therefore needs a permit to kill



the animal.

The farmer then simply kills the cheetah¢s) and either huries it ar
leaves it obut in the veld. This was found to be increasing on

almeost all farms throughout the country, for at least the past

three years.

It is thus clear that the regulations originally drawn up to
protect the cheetah ha$f in this country, very definitely the exact
opposite effect.

CHEETAH RESEARCK PRDJECT:

No information was availahle on any aspect of the ecology of

cheetah on private farmland, all the previous studies were dane

in reserves or other protected areas. -

This directorate then initiated a Ffulltime intensive research
project con cheetah on private farmland with the Following "Key
Questions”

1. Bhat is the population status of cheetah in S.W.A./NAMIBIA 7

2. What is the extent of the chesetah problem on farmland 7

3. What is the cost to the fFarmer of cheetah predation 7

4. What control and conservation methods should be used to
ensure the future survival of cheetah on private farmland 7

The fieldwork was started in February 1884 on 20 farms (in total

100 000 hectares) in one of the highest cheetah densitu and thus
"problem areas.” Due to the extremely shy nature of cheetah,
especially on farmland where it is continually hunted, use was

made of radictelemetry equipment., During the twg years of
fieldstudy 17 cheetah were caught and marked with radiocollars.
These animals were followsed on a 24- %to 48 hour basis and
information gained on movement, homeranges, diet and

stock losses caused,

The fieldwork was completed in August 1986 and is currently in

the final stage of data analysis and writing up.

This final stage is still incomplete, therefore only a shaort
summary of the preliminary results can be given at present.:

1. Homerange: N N

Thig varied in size from@0dim. for the Males toVySoQim. for the
Females.

1t was however clear that these homeranges shifted from year to
year and only a long-term study would be able to give the true
picture,

. Density:

The study area is known as one of the highest cheetah density
areas in the country ~- and was found to contain One cheetah per
SCkm’,

3., Diet:
It is clear that this also varies From arez to area, depending on

the, type of game in that area, but was found to be mainly young
calves of Kud ,/ﬁgrtebee§‘ nd'ﬂ}gx. Adult as well as young,
,éieenbuck, Duiker and arthog were taken, and also hares,



rodents and some of the groundbirds,

1. Stocklosses:

It was Fowund that cheetah only tock new—born calves toc calves of
about B8 months of sge and that on average only about three tao
four calves per farm were taken per year by cheetah. {(There uwere
however also a few farms that had no calf losses while others
lost as many as 10 per year.)

5, Groupsizes:

Males were found to be either solitary or in fFamily male groups cf
between 2 and 5.

Females were either solitary or with a litter.

E. Littersize:

This varied from S to 8 with an average survival) rate of 4 cubs
(Considerably higher than other studies in East Africa.)

A survey of all cheetah on farmland is currently being carried out.
The results from this survey, with the now known basic facts of
cheetah ececlogy on farmland, will be used to give the most
reliable estimate pessible of numbers on farmland.

Indications at this early stage are that it is considerably lower
than the current official estimate of B800C, and rathsr betueen
2000 and 3000, with signs that this population is decreasing with,
the increasing pressure from intensive f}ﬁéﬁ&m:ﬁtﬁktuwrw.fih4R K

FUTURE OF CHEETAH ON_FARMLAND IN S.W.A./NAMIBIA:

1t is at this stage already very clear that if some action is not
taken wvery soon, the steady decline in the population will
continue to the detrimental effect of this population.

It is also very clear From the facts raised under point 4, that the
law prohibiting the killing of cheetah will not. have any
significant effect. Especially if also borne in mind that there are
currently only 10 officers responsible For more than 10 O0Okm.

and the size of farms vary from 6000 to 12000 hectares.

It must always be remembered that it is the FARMER and no

other organization that has the Ffinal decision whether to

" conserve or eradicate.

With the ever increasing demand for more land for agricultural

use in a developing country such as S5.W.A./NAMIBIA, it is highly
unlikely that any additional snd suitable land would be put aside

For a "cheetah reserve”, It has futhermore repeatably been proven
in southern-Africa that a chegtah reserve as swuch is not fFeasible
and praficallg possible, as chestah need wvast areas and

especially a8 continuous supply of game animals if the =srea is to

pe enclosed. (Anderson, 1981; Pettifer, 1873)

The Ffuture survival of a breeding population of cheetah on
Farmland in this country is thus important to ensure the Future

of this predator in southern-Africa.

With the growing demand for self-sufficiency and independence
for this country, and the spirallig running costs of Farming,
Farmers now strive for maxsimum yield/profit and cannot tolerate

any stocklosses.



The only possible way to enswre a Future breeding population of
cheetah on farmland, under these conditions, would be to raise
the; economic value of the animal for the fFarmer. If a Farmer could
receive a small income from cheetah caught on his farm, this
would, in part, compensate for stock losses cawsed, and would
possibly change the attitude =F the farmer towards the cheetah
where he would tolerate and allow a small breeding group of
cheetah on his farm.

It is suggested that the ecomnomic value of chestah be raised
through export in live animals and trophy bhunting. =~ NOT SKIN
TRADING !, - There is a demand for both these markets, and

both can be strictly controlled with a gquota system.

Another possibility currently being investigated is the forming of
some type of “cheetah protected areas”. Where farmers in certain
areas would agree to shoot only those stock-raiding animals, and
be compensated in some way for the stocklosses — for example, in
some form of subsidy For slectric fences where the celves would
be safe from cheetah. -

It must once again be stressad that if the current situvation on
farmland is allowed to continue for much longer, the cheetah will
loose it’'s last stronghold in Africa - and that depends on the
action taken - NOT by the farmer - but international conservation
organizations!

[
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T'\\’Cb\_.e 1:3 :

The occurrence and percentage occurrance of cheetah on farmland

in §.West as taken from "The 1982 distribution patiterns and

status of some mammals on farms in S.W.A. by E.Joubert, D.Morsbach
and V.¥Wallis, Departemental Report N18/2/2/It(Joubert is busy putting
it in & article foom for the Madoqua)

2667 farms out of total of 5388 were covered by this survey (52,I%)

District Total no. of famms Qccurrence % Qccurrence
covered by Question. '

Tsumeb 65 32 I49.2
Grootfontein 333 205 61.6
Outjo 224 . 164 75.2
Otjiwarongo 218 180 82.2
Omaruru 89 7 86.5
Karibib - 78 48 61.5
Okahandja I79 I35 76.3
Windhoek | 282 177 75.7
Gobabis 396 . 189 47.7
Mariental | 319 7 5.3

Maltahohe - | 84 45 | 53.6
Bethanie 82 23 28,0
Keetmanshoop . 186 7 : 3.8

Earashurg - 132 ) 22 16.7
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Zadle I: Departemental permit rekords for Cheetah I980 -~ 1986 (~21/8/86)

Type of Permit 86 '8 82 '83 '84 | 85 1860
Live Export

70 Overseas 1 84 41 30 98 37 85 36
T0 R.S.A. 55 17 10 26 24 28 22
~Possesion of Skin 623 669 850 721 646 537 203
Trophy Hunting ' o 0 0 12 8 21 10
TOTAT | 762 | 721 890 857 715 650 | 271

TABLE 2 3 Trophy Hunting -

TYPE '83 *84 *85 '86
Apply ' 66 49 I15 - Io0S
Shot - I2 8 21 |- IO

Exported 10 6 IT ?






