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Abstract: To see the cheetah back into the Indian wilds has been a fond hope and dream with 
many an Indian wildlifer and conservationist. Cheetah is the only large mammal of India to have 
gone extinct within historical times. According to the Journal of the Bombay Natural History 
Society, it was only in 1947 that the last cheetah was shot in the Ramgarh area of north-east 
Madhya Pradesh. During the seventies and eighties of the 20th century a serious attempt was 
made by  the Government of India, to procure some numbers of cheetahs from the relict free-
ranging population in Iran. The scheme for some reasons, failed to materialize, but does there 
exist a case for yet another attempt now? Misonne X.  Analyse zoogeographique des 
mammifères de l'Iran. 








