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Abstract: In 1983, O'Brien et al. announced that cheetahs have remarkably little genetic 
variability. However, independent researchers, Caughley and Merola, studying 24 other 
carnivores, argued that cheetahs are not especially impoverished and deny that there is much 
evidence of any deleterious effects in the form of inbreeding depression. Current thinking may 
rightly recognize that lack of genetic diversity is not the primary factor for most endangered 
species. But O'Brien's concern nevertheless remains an important consideration for many 
conservation programmes, and particularly for cheetahs. 








