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Abstract: A recently drafted Master Plan developed by the cheetah propagation group of the 
Species Survival Plan of the American Association of Zoological Parks and Aquarium has listed 
basic research in reproduction as a primary end of the SSP. This research is to  be conducted by 
NOAHS Center scientists and will include: (1) fundamental studies of the reproductive physiology, 
and endocrinology of the species; (2) assessing, understanding and combating infertility; (3) germ 
plasma storage of sperm, and embryos for conservation and biodiversity; and (4) artificial 
breeding strategies including in vitro fertilization and artificial insemination. Considering the 
combined results of the genetics, physiology, structure and natural history of the captive 
population of the cheetah there are several recommendations that are important to improve the 
demographic pattern: First, the outbreeding of individuals within the captive population, second, 
the increasing of the breeding population's size and finally, the continually increasing of the 
research on captive and free-ranging cheetahs. 










































