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Abstract: It was estimated by Norman Myers that in 1900 there were more than 100'000 cheetahs 
throughout Africa and Asia, found in at least 44 countries. Today the species is extirpated from 
about 20 countries, and the authors estimate that perhaps less than 12'000 animals remain, 
found mostly in small pocketed populations in 24 to 26 countries in Africa and 200 animals in Iran 
(resumed in a map). Namibia has the largest remaining population of free-ranging cheetah in the 
world (25'000 animals), and 95 percent of the population lives outside of protected game 
reserves. From 1980 to 1991, CITES reports 6782 free-ranging cheetahs have been removed 
from the Namibian cheetah population. In order to assess the cheetah's situation today, the 
authors looked back into the recent history to understand the ecological changes that have 
occurred in Namibia. 












