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Abstract: How have the cheetahs' fortunes fluctuated in the past, where do they stand at present, and 
what of the future?  
There were many uncertainties about the cheetah in the past and it has long been frustrating to reproduce 
in captivity. Sport hunting and trade in the skins also reduced cheetahs in the past.  
In South Africa and Rhodesia the trend is toward cheetah being limited to protected areas only. South 
West Africa and Botswana are relatively sparsely populated. It should be remembered that political 
expediency has done the cheetah disservice in the past. The situation regarding cheetah living on 
farmland will not ease in the future. Intensifying farming methods will be incompatible with the cheetahs' 
presence. Also exploding human population poses a threat to all wildlife. It will be for future generations to 
assess what stage the battle for the cheetah was finally lost. 
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