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Abstract: Cheetahs are thought to exhibit low genetic variability and, as a consequence, may 
suffer high juvenile mortality, impaired reproduction, and susceptibility to disease. Recently, 
however, independent criticisms have been levelled at this body of work questioning both the 
analysis and the standards of evidence for lack of genetic diversity as well as the evidence that 
cheetahs are suffering as a consequence. O'Brien (1994a) combines a number of points in his 
first rejoinder to these criticisms, including novel interpretations of ecological data that we 
obtained and concern about their collection and analysis. Here, we first show that this 
interpretation is seriously flawed and that our conclusion that predation is the key source of 
mortality in the wild is valid. Then, extending previous criticisms and continuing to focus on this 
one consequence of lack of genetic variability, we discuss O'Brien et al.'s (1985) interspecific 
comparison of juvenile mortality in captivity by highlighting analytical problems and presenting 
new data on captivity. 












