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Abstract: To provide baseline information for the mounting effort to conserve cheetahs, female 
reproduction and offspring mortality were studied in a free-ranging population in the Serengeti 
National Park, Tanzania. Most adult females were capable of reproduction; conceptions were 
more frequent in wet season months, possibly as a result of increased food availability in the form 
of newborn Thomson's gazelles. Cub mortality was extremely high, and cheetahs had only a 6% 
chance of reaching independence at 18 months of age. Predation by lions was the principal 
source of mortality, although some litters were abandoned by their mothers when nearby prey 
was scarce. Mothers produced new litters rapidly following the loss of an unweaned litter. These 
findings suggest that cheetahs may not be able to maintain high densities in the presence of 
other large carnivores, and that many of the problems zoological institutions experience in 
breeding cheetahs are specific to the captive context. 




























