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Abstract: Against a background of poor breeding success and cub survival in captive cheetahs, a 
knowledge of the early maternal behaviour in the wild may yield useful information for comparison 
with the captive situation. This paper documents the types of lair sites used by mothers to 
conceal their newborn cubs in the wild situation, and details patterns of maternal behaviour 
observed during this period. Four kinds of lairs were used by cheetah mothers, and the amount of 
protection from the elements and predators was assessed for each. Lair type appeared to have 
little effect on cub survival. Cubs were concealed in lairs for 8.2 weeks on average, although 
larger litters tended to leave lairs earlier. During this period, cubs were moved to new lairs 
approximately every 5.6 days. Cubs were left for an average of 9.6 hours while their mothers 
went hunting, but mothers virtually always returned to them around nightfall, even if they failed to 
catch any prey. Maternal neglect and cub abandonment, which account for many cub deaths in 
captivity, are abnormal in the wild, except when prey is very scarce. Improved husbandry 
techniques, such as the provision of multiple, secluded nest boxes, and remote monitoring 
conditions should promote breeding success in captivity. In addition, noise and human 
disturbance should be minimized. 


















