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Abstract: In this chapter recent findings on the causes of juvenile mortality in cheetahs are 
discussed and preliminary data presented suggesting that predation on cheetah cubs is an 
important factor affecting the Serengeti cheetah population. First, the relative importance of 
factors affecting cheetah fecundity and mortality is considered and second, the effect of variation 
in fecundity and mortality factors on female lifetime reproduction and cub recruitment rates is 
simulated. In addition, the implications for cheetahs of recent changes in carnivores numbers in 
the Serengeti-Mara ecosystem are discussed. Finally, the relevance of these findings for cheetah 
populations elsewhere in Africa and their application to future conservation is considered. 
Although there is little information on the factors affecting adult mortality in females, these 
findings provide tentative evidence that offspring mortality, in particular from lion predation, may 
have a critical effect on the size of the Serengeti cheetah population. Interaction between 
cheetahs and other predators are potentially important for the population dynamics of cheetahs in 
the Serengeti-Mara ecosystem and deserve further scrutiny. The suggestion that other large 
predators have a detrimental effect on cheetah population size, is important from conservation 
perspective. Some pastoralists and ranchers tolerate cheetahs to a greater extent than lions or 
hyenas and cheetahs seem to prosper in these areas. As cheetahs may have difficulty in 
reaching large numbers in isolated protected areas, it is perhaps in these multiple land use areas 
that conservation efforts should be concentrated to find ways in which continuing conflicts 
between cheetahs and man can be minimized. 






































