
 

Kurtén B. 1968. The Giant Cheetah, Acinonyx pardinensis. In: Pleistocene Mammals of Europe. Chicago, 
Illinois: Aldine Publishing Company; p 88-90. 
 

Keywords: 8ES/Acinonyx jubatus/Acinonyx pardinensis/cheetah/giant cheetah/paleontology/ pleistocene 
 

Abstract: The giant cheetah, Acinonyx pardinensis, equal in size to a modern lion, is known mainly from 
the Villafranchian, although it did survive in the early Middle Pleistocene, when it was clearly common in 
Europe, as well as in India and China. During this period, the giant cheetah was gradually reduced in size, 
approaching the living species closely enough to be classified within Acinonyx jubatus. Its presence in 
southern and central Europe during the Villafranchian, indicates that extensive grasslands were available 
even during the forest episodes. 








