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Abstract: The genus Acinonyx, was long thought to be endemic to the Old World. However, still under 
way, it was found that at least two North American species should be referred to this genus. In the Old 
World, the first Acinonyx appear at the beginning of the Villafranchian. It is possible that a common 
ancestor lived in North America in Hemphillian times. The Studer's cheetah (Acinonyx studeri) is a large 
form, close to the Old World Acinonyx pardinensis in size. The American cheetah (Acinonyx trumani) 
evidently descended from Acinonyx studeri, from which it differs mainly in its smaller size. A similar 
reduction may be observed in Old World cheetahs. The mode of life of the American species probably 
resembled that of the living cheetah. 








