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Abstract: Established for endangered wildlife, the Center for New Opportunities in Animal Health 
Sciences, NOAHS Center, is a cooperative program between the Smithsonian Institution's National 
Zoological Park and the National Institutes of Health, dedicated to advancing biological knowledge 
relevant to species conservation. With the cheetah, the Center emerged from a successful collaborative 
project. Screening cheetah blood proteins and DNA, they discovered that the cheetah displayed an 
extraordinary lack of genetic diversity that severely threatens its survival. NOAHS Center made 
management recommendations that led to the National Cheetah Research Master Plan and also manages 
the International Cheetah Studbook. 




































