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Abstract: Although re-introduction and translocation have been widely practiced management 
techniques employed with large carnivores, post-release monitoring of such attempts in the past 
has been poor, particularly of African species. Where such monitoring has occurred, success has 
generally been low and frequently, the reasons for failure were not well understood. Such failures 
have led many authors to conclude that the factors affecting success are not well enough 
understood to justify relocation as a method for conserving and managing large carnivores. 
Between March 1992 and April 1994, Phinda released 13 lions and 15 cheetahs sourced from 
locally abundant populations in South Africa and Namibia. Here, I attempt to assess the 
importance of the first 12 week following release in the process of re-establishment by released 
felids. Based on these observations, I include management and technical recommendations for 
translocation and re-introduction project of large carnivores. 


























