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Abstract: In southern Africa, the increasing popularity of ecotourism has resulted in the 
establishment of wildlife reserves in areas formerly used for intensive livestock and crop farming. 
In 1992, the Phinda Resource Reserve began a large-scale project to attempt the re-introduction 
of lions and cheetah into northern Natal, South Africa. The project has been successful in 
initiating the re-establishment of these two species. Both have bred quickly and the survival of the 
litters has been high. A long-term management plan is underway to exchange individuals of both 
species with other reserves in South Africa to minimize inbreeding of both founder populations of 
about 30 individuals each. 








