
 

Frame GW. 1992. First record of king cheetah outside southern Africa. Cat News:3. 
 

Keywords: 1BW/1ZA/1ZW/Acinonyx jubatus/Acinonyx jubatus rex/Burkina Faso/cheetah/coat pattern/king 
cheetah/poaching/skin/Transvaal/West Africa 
 

Abstract: The distinctive, but rare, striped coat pattern of the cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus) that is described 
as the 'king cheetah' is well-known from the northern and eastern Transvaal in South Africa and from 
contiguous areas in Zimbabwe and eastern Botswana. The king cheetah has never been reported 
elsewhere in Africa. In 1988 a cheetah skin showing a strong resemblance to the king cheetah of southern 
Africa was recovered from a poacher in eastern Burkina Faso, West Africa. 








