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Abstract: Cheetah infants appear to mimic the honey badger or ratel (Mellivora capensis). The 
coloration of both ratels and cheetah kittens is the opposite of counter-shading, which is typical of 
the vast majority of mammals. While counter-shading disrupts three dimensional vision, patterns 
of light above, dark below actually increase conspicuousness. The ratel exemplifies warning 
coloration; the cheetah kitten appears to mimic the ratel. For mimicry of ratels by cheetahs to 
evolve it must be true that larger predators are less inclined to approach and attack a ratel than 
another small animals of comparable size, cheetah kitten must be preyed upon primarily by visual 
predators, and cheetah kittens must be situated in places where predators are likely to see them 
far enough away to make errors in identification. 
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