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Abstract: The cheetah is undoubtedly one of the most outstanding attractions for tourists visiting the 
Serengeti National Park in Tanzania. Of all the predator cats, however, the cheetah is most vulnerable to 
tourism. It is also the most endangered. Cheetah have diurnal hunting habits. They are shy, but often 
occur in open habitats where they are easily found. These factors render them susceptible to the 
pressures of tourism. Excessive tourists numbers and poor wildlife observation practices can affect their 
hunting success, reproductive success, and cub mortality. However, many of the negative effects of 
tourism on wildlife, particularly cheetahs, can be avoided provided tourists and their guides behave 
responsibly towards these elegant cats. As cheetahs lose habitat and become increasingly confined to 
protected areas, responsible practices by tourists and guides will be crucial to their continued survival and 
success. This proposal seeks support in the way of air travel for a campaign aimed at heightening the 
awareness of tour drivers and tourists as to the plight of the cheetah within the Serengeti Ecosystem. Tour 
guides will be provided with intensive information and education sessions to enable them to understand 
the impact their wildlife viewing practices have on cheetahs. Ways of minimizing these impacts will be 
stressed, and information provided to give guides/drivers more opportunities to maximize the cheetah 
watching opportunities with their clients. Tourists will be targeted simultaneously with the sale of cheetah 
watch kits. Each kit will provide visitors with up to date, accurate information on the natural history of 
cheetahs, along with details of protocol to follow when observing cheetah. Proceeds from the sale of these 
kits will finance their re-supply and on-going education activities in the Serengeti. 














