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Abstract: A search through prehistoric records, classical Greek, Latin, Sanskrit and Persian records has 
revealed many interesting aspects of the cheetah's brush with man in India. For nearly a thousand years 
cheetahs were systematically captured for royal sport, which depleted their numbers in their natural 
habitat and also made it difficult for their young ones to survive as the females were being captured too. 
No serious attempt to re-introduce the cheetah has been made in India so far. Re-introduction would be 
possible if there were political will to restore grasslands and protect the existing prey base prior to a such 
an attempt. 






