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Abstract: Osteochondrosis dissecans is a disease which has been reported quite commonly in domestic 
dogs. David Blyde, Veterinarian at Western Plains Zoo, gives details of this condition which occurred in a 
litter of cheetah cubs and its subsequent treatment. 
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Osteochondrosis Dissecans
in a litter of Cheetah cubs
at Western Plains Zoo
osieochoDdlosis dissecals i! a direase vhich has
b.en relolted quiie cot@ody ia iloEeslic dogs.
Dadd Blyde, Vet€liMian st Wesiem Plains
Zoo. eiv* d6t5i1s oflbi€ clndiiion yThich occuFed
iD a-liit€! ot Che€tah cubs, ed its subsequeni

Irltroduction
On NoBber 20, 1933i a llits. olloE qn$-
t5h .ub L4.trorrr Jaddrw) w* !6 t!
W.41", d ten y.!r old febEle, qirinatly
d.qlircd 6oE De Vaadrv e Cl@61 SM*
tu.!y lh Sourl !ln@ lhs sj&, Cl.udi!s",
*as a r.van y.ar old D.r€, o. lodn f.os
Molboum. Zoo. Hs q.. originrlly wild
auir ri r q! ed land.dsed rft.r his
&n wr! ,not in Seur Ani..,
fAe lllde! cd!!i!e'l ihEe nsle! (".t!nte',
"Ktrjbr" ed Eloslal qd one leal€
CMdball. Apari froE ro$l& wccbaliong
fd feline crialltis. f6lird lnlnoh&ldds wj.
d! .nd Gla. .allctviru at dx dd 13
w.cLs ol as!. and a frods8!. inf6llatid
vilh F@dsomd (f@drb Lon;q) c.ue
ing ini.mjtttnl votudhs sd diaElo..,
th.ir B.dictl tisb;sr v.r. 6renuliabl..

Ae trins nont[. ol Eg€ {Algusq 1990), ir
wss nouc6d tha! all ros c!.b! h.d v.lelt
dBfomitie! nr bolt fo!sle8!, i.& tnar +ont
!av. w.r5 tuhing ourw.rd!. All.r ibnob.
ilni.t dl f.u NbE wi$ Zol.dl sd !.dio.
s"aDhibg tl. libbB, li *6s conirned ilat
thsy w.E tufi.;ns ft.b r.r€jr.d @tli!si-
nous cors in rne d.tal ulnr (!fom of Olt .
ocnordtusis Di$a.s!) w[iltl vs .arsirc

Gt "^--'-,',

at r.. aaei4 lokrr c.hdlt rl r,. Ln t@! Ls-

l



ndi$ lilm b.jng rnhibit.d.in rt. grodh bv
ile slnomal distrl ond dseurr

1S

Pu. 'rtn|! Bci{dPh i atd dad

By sid.N.ve$ber 1990, ii es .pp€redr
tlisl tlE oD.Bton hd b4i su(e.sd on
rsba bua asut sd lto.ra lti h.d !'.
l€ *tlh u Eod6r.ti vrls!. dwiadon d F.

.cna n$abs itaobixlsticE. sd radio'
m!h!.lt ldehr tl1tr ai th. tii. !fPnbns
il.i:1s, !s9!), boili lnecEd l.3! r'€
lh.ienisnirS t tos. d!c@. At u:triE b6. tr
L t]rotr.]ll $a! th6!. lwo Ung.!$ nav. v6rv
litil. 'i,rwth 1.ft in $sn lec! sd l| $6 l.gt
dd ioinEightsn lhodly, a {.dr€ r!5.$od
.lbo.! fron th. radius and DreEng d !M
rddi8 iay tav. to b. Dertoded to coEect

Discussion
OBEo.nondroeis Di.scss i! ...n it.qudt
ly in gr6qnnS dogl oflsrgr sd slst br!.d.
(E!oh, 19761. Me v.ry.usrv 3mr-6 Ers€
Llidr and hlr.ot been Egotud rn doi..Ec

th. c.s. mav br mulb{adori'I bui erlain'
lv rould indudd ovsmutriEon (s6dhsoar
sid., t97{). ovqlupplsm.nlacon wilh c.n
ouu tHdewlnlBi d .l, 198d. E4owink€l
1989) bd n3Fdi6rY lsctoa (Ltu' 19?D

It n ii|lHtlng to nol6 t!.t.Oaudlu!' tho
de ol ilh litilr w$ 3idbrrY s..tsd
when ho wlr ni!6 Fontn8 or ag. (n.Gn
M.Crqcken. od!, clsd). It k allo erthv
ol aot that 6ldu {Bb.iog add€d to-hr
di.l of$6!€.!br ln 6Kettiv. sEtss )no
r.dvsbr of rupiler6ntldon wjlh 6loun-
.dtnc{d.d sit} ths rt6 lo nom!trV d
frv. of |he eisht !66ctsd l.tt

Vy oDii{o. i5 $ot tI46 cub! hsd s s.n6li!
oradiso5ldm to d.velop !st.rn.d.'hrtBl'
;o* o.. ol lh. di6td 'rlna dd that the
ondition r $ bbushl !bou! !v i'd$pplo
m.ntltion wit! ldlcilm in |he dre! 0r tn*c

All intdtution! kspLnc cteebn fiould be
sp!rc thai thi! !6bhn .xlEE md lholrd
€n6uE thal gro",lng $tsars aE nor rq M
.rc.r! ol6ldM in th.rrdi.!

The .utcom. ol lhs t,o Chaetln-rd1l .norL
!d sll be RltYedio flMbac or.u. N'^

lhrdsh fudrd publicllion! hsrJom& ,s

l

!h. uln. !o {op grdYhS dnd thls thd clini'
dL sis! ol for,srd boving or the ior'Eg
'nd di*ard turning of lhs Pdrv!

with d\a lmovleCse lhat ovsrsupplgBent!_

:i1i l,'ii"::'ii#,'ilr-:i1",'':%!11 ;,1X
snkLe, r93gr the cthrun lelal in lhe.dDt
* reducd. AJts seerox'nrr.rv tir'e
r€eks on rhs *duftil.lkiun di'i rl {d

nouceabl! that the lehnkt l6s! h'd
stn,shRned up aid tit! one fore eg0n €*n
bi!h; froleE hrd s]{ nnieitened

Two weLs lrter {odob* 1990) it {!s dp'
odrant tnlt on€ ks oi ed.h mrb wdt ge!

ins prccYssi"dy wd$ lt *N d*id€d ar
this dmE lo Deiinm ai uLndr osteorcmv 0n

dcn of the afdtad legs Th qinvoh'd-F'

$dFg . piee or dlnd ,PPr*thdeLY"rm
lo.c si r.plmins it frih r irt grdF or
h,;Hi i+dd old the thrln Thii nop! rhE



Ploauct rnentioneA
z.leln Oirb&) - {ile!,njn. iydrodlodd!

dnd ydro.Ildidc d! s pow,

R€ferences
arom, S,G (r9?5) Joint disdesi osr.o.

dbadnd. Dhr.css, ln Ter:tboo* of ve!"
erinsry Int dal Medicino. slsDh.n rt,
Ettifflr, C'hlet€r 16 pD r763-r76a.

Hpewintll, ILdW.. Ciedee.biu6, 6,A,
Poulo!, !.W and wolvd aeo. w.T.c.
lls3s) bnu€n.€3 of chFni. dlciun.r.
ta!!63 or tne !h.let!l d.Elopneni ot
srdei.C GEA! D&4. JA1'I4{ Vol. 21

E&esnkel, H.A\v. (1939) \u6$on in r*
lati.n ro *ahEl sro{ir dstomiri.s
Joumalof Smll An'm,lPfadre 30, DD.
525.530.

E.dh3nndr, A, lvu, F,, Iircoi. !,,
S.nryv*, H,F de Laiuta, A,, Wralen.
J.P. Fqllfelz, F{, Nun€z, E.A, Hint?,
I..F, S}olli, B.l. and irsn, G O (19?41
overnulition &d lkoleral di$ak: An
€rp€rih.nEl ltudv h nowinr CFli
Ds€ d6s!. Comall $.r.;l 6a,;uppl6.

(r9?D innedbd p!.ha!ur6 dc
ths dirEl ulnar ri'sis. JA4IIA
SeDIJO. ip ! .609.6 i2 ,

s
.tl osEellng Iuans
O! s.ptcsb.! 2.t, 1990, !6ven roqg Tnsg
(Pna.osalc idperolor p$€ bsu.ht B ih.
Herlesvil. Sed!.d lf..r blins lound on
$6n dead mother lhe nidt baL;e in Cn .
t h SlEte Fo'.Bt ?h6litF. sonDrilad fod
Bsles s.l lhee f.sd...
I$ey wdr appro:h.t€ly ninr {.rks of a8e
ec wsle g]ven lo ou Anif,rl Cue D.oart
6dt_tu l:sdraisins. ltor rce w* 6;ts!.
xlhed by aing drt! coil.d.d tlm B !e-
r€aEh proje.t on sro"ih develomdr of
p .h ,!un! f!s! wr aE.onductFgh.e

As lhe/ {61d nornrlr !. .!t!.n.d to ihe
t.!t t6 hosi of tlE tiBe, n *d deddeA b
htt fo*.r on4 Brl! ort! onc 0f olr bra.d-
ins fobEles losed in tn. SndI Mlnhsi
BEedlng P.B, thi! lsE.lo nad a litr.r of
h€r oM, scpd aprmdhet ly U welr! Md

tlf rh.se yonns vde r.hov6d ltoh ihs
nca! ed w.n nbb6d 6vE. tla nav Eninll
t. iry to put 5m: f2hjli.r scen! onlo  . Ir
vdllhen pli..d into lhe nssr $rher ii Ms
clat.d Uta tlsl day and {a! los.l t bo
NrBjrs, r fwih.r rdle ard ldals een

14. &:t day we d..idod io lo6h. rh. r..
Dsuirg three !o motl.. f.hale *ho )rsd
lour F6C, alEo .DpDxinrlll/ 12 {.att

old. Again_ve ftnowd tl. f€Dale' ydng
andruo€dtheh ovdrhe n?* animak, md
,raced the ne* yd6ginb th. nslr
lhE ser. clmlsd dsily rbr tile &rs Md
bysatEchcd liom th. t.ar w!r! sejehld
and rut ba.li Th.i *rjght 0n .drdl-*ag
aborl ,2c dd aner nve i6elr rhsjue4it.s
w.igh.d b.tw..n 50.50r.
lh. svsn onginal roungBp€ir.fsw w..kr
b.hg handrdjsd by $6 An'mal csre D$
parheni dd werd then weaned. ThEv ars
now bacl in ti. Snsll ltannll lr;dins

&!.arl oflitdrslure has snoM !ha! rnig
ft lhe fi8i tine lorEdng haE been ac.on
elilhsd wnn Tuns.
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