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Abstract: Namibia/S.W.Africa contains, by comparison with other countries of Africa south to the Sahara, 
still exceptional numbers of cheetah. The population is evidently increasing in the ranching areas as a 
result of various factors improving the life conditions of the cat.The cheetah is protected by law in Namibia, 
but individuals may be killed or trapped by the farmers, if the loss of livestock can be attributed to them. 
During the past 15 years a new trend toward live-capture had come into force, proved to be financial profit 
for the farmer over this livestock loss. Live-caught cheetahs could be sold to the two animal exporters in 
Namibia for a price much higher than the equivalent for the skins. Many farmers consider this by no doubt 
as the only reason to bring the cheetah's existence not to an end on the ranchlands. The Department of 
Nature Conservation in Namibia allows an export quota of 130 live spotted cats annually, filled almost 
entirely with farm-caught cheetahs. Since the Washington Convention on Trade in Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora has come into full effect, many cheetahs are killed again wherever they were to be 
found on ranchland, in default of a market outlet. A better cheetah protection must involve the farmers 
legitim interest as well as stimulate and supervise their cooperation in conservation and management of 
this cat on ranchland areas. 
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