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Abstract: Genetic studies during the 1980s concluded that the cheetah had suffered a population 
crash 10'000 years ago, whre they lost more than 90% of their genetic variation. The now low 
genetic variability was thought to be responsible for the low breeding success, also in captivity. A 
recent study calls into question the validity of taking a strictly molecular approach to the 
sometimes murky science of species preservation, and it strongly suggests that scientistsdo not 
yet know enough about how certain genetic patterns detected in laboratory tests translate into the 
strengths and weaknesses of a wild animals. Scientists at the Center for the Reproduction of 
Endangered Species at the Zoological Society of San Diego say that those zoos that have trouble 
propagating cheetahs in captivity should not blame the animal's DNA, but rather their onw 
inaptitue at animal husbandry and matchmaking. 








