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New Auto-camera Picture of Cheetah Family in Iran

As a species the cheetah is 
still in dire straits in Iran, 
so it is extremely encoura-

ging to see an apparently healthy 
family in their native habitat,” said 
Dr Peter Zahler, from the Wildlife 
Conservation Society (WCS), which 
has been working with Iranian bi-
ologists to survey the cats since 
2001. “Images like these give hope 
to conservationists that there is still 
time to save these magnificent ani-
mals.” 

Initiated by a major grant and on-
going support from the United Nati-
ons Development Programme’s Glo-
bal Environment Facility, WCS began 
its collaboration with Iranian scien-
tists by surveying five protected areas 
where cheetahs were still thought to 
exist. The group found a variety of 
suitable habitats, but also discove-
red that prey species, such as jebeer 
gazelle Gazella subgutturosa and uri-
al sheep Ovis vignei, were scarce. The 
latest photographs hint at the gradual 
recovery of prey populations. 

“Cheetahs in Iran live on a knife-
edge in very marginal habitat,” said Dr 

Luke Hunter, coordinator of WCS’s 
Global Carnivore Program. 

“The fact that this female has man-
aged to raise four cubs to six months 
of age is extremely encouraging”. 

“Hopefully, this indicates there are 
areas where the cheetah’s prey spe-

Family of Asiatic cheetahs (Photo: I.R. Iran DOE/CACP/WCS/UNDP-GEF).

cies are coming back, a goal the Ira-
nian Department of Environment and 
UNDP has been working very hard to 
achieve.”

(Source: Iran DOE website and BBC 
online 2 September 2005)

Illegal Trade on Internet Threatening Wildlife

The illegal trade in wild ani-
mal products over the in-
ternet is driving the world’s 

most endangered species to extinc-
tion, wildlife campaigners claim. A 
survey by the International Fund 
for Animal Welfare (Ifaw) found 
9,000 live animals or products for 
sale in one week on trading sites 
such as eBay.

During a three month investiga-
tion, Ifaw found some of the world’s 
most endangered species for sale on-
line - almost all being traded illegally. 
These included a live gorilla for sale in 
London and a Siberian tiger and four 
baby chimpanzees on US websites. 
Animal body parts included hawks-
bill turtle shells, shahtoosh shawls 

from the Tibetan antelope, taxidermy 
specimens of lions, and peregrine fal-
cons (protected by British law). Ivory 
items and traditional Asian remedies 
containing parts of endangered tigers 
and rhinos were commonplace. 

The report, “Caught in the Web: 
Wildlife Trade on the Internet”, said 
many animals were being targeted 
by poachers to meet the demands of 
wealthy consumers. 

Ifaw UK director Phyllis Camp-
bell-McRae said unscrupulous traders 
and sophisticated criminal gangs took 
advantage of the anonymity afforded 
by the internet. 

“The result is a cyber black mar-
ket where the future of the world’s 
rarest animals is being traded away. 
This situation must be tackled imme-

diately by governments and website 
owners.” 

Of the 9,000 animals and animal 
parts found for sale by the probe in 
its first week alone, 70% were from 
species protected by international law. 
Ifaw wants the Department for Envi-
ronment, Food and Rural Affairs (De-
fra) to ensure that bans are enforced. 

Endangered animals are protected 
under international law by the Con-
vention on International Trade in En-
dangered Species (CITES), but there 
are not enough resources to enforce it, 
the report said. 

(BBC online, 16 August 2005)


