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Mountain Lion
Corridor Preserved

A vital mountain lion corridor
in northern Orange County,
California, known as Coal

Canyon, that was to make way for
housing will instead be preserved as
wilderness under a $40 million pur-
chase agreement.

The price represents a $10 million dis-
count as the property had been appraised at
$50 million. But the owner, Steven St. Clair
of the St. Clair Co. in Newport Beach, said
he changed his mind about placing as many
as 1,550 homes, a school and a commercial
centre on the 262 ha. site after talking to
wildlife agencies. He gave the discount to
help activists struggling to raise the funds.

“When we started understanding how
critical this property was, and how impor-
tant it was as a link for habitat for miles and
miles of open space, we decided to see if
we might be able to put a deal together,” he
said.

Coal Canyon was considered a high pri-
ority for preservation by California parks’
officials. It is the last remaining link for
mountain lions and many other animals be-
tween the Cleveland National Forest and the
Chino Hills; blocking it could have caused
local extinctions in the Chino Hills and fur-
ther shrunk an already dwindling range for
the cats to roam. It would also have turned
Chino Hills State Park into an “island” of
habitat, with no connection to the forest, a
vital source of seeds for native plants.

Without lions and other large predators,
there could be an explosion in mid-size
predators in the park, causing populations
of native songbirds to nose-dive.

Contributors to the $40 million to buy
the habitat corridor came from California
State Department of Parks and Recreation
$4.7 million, California Transportation
Commission Transportation Enhancement
Act: $15 million Wildlife Conservation
Board $4 million; Orange County $1 mil-
lion; Pulte Home Corp. habitat mitigation
fund $10 million; Wildlands Conservancy
$2.5 million; Fieldstead and Co. $500,000;
and anonymous donors $2.3 million.

(The Orange County Register
12 Aug. 2000)

US-Mexico Border Cat
Habitat Protected

Cat habitat along the Rio Grande
river, on the Texas side of the
US-Mexico border, should now

have protection from damage by US bor-
der precautions designed to prevent ille-
gal immigration and drug trafficking.

Defenders of Wildlife, Sierra Club, and the
Frontera Audubon Society reached the settle-
ment with the U.S. Department of Justice. The
groups filed suit in 1999 against the Immigra-
tion and Naturalisation Service (INS) and oth-
ers to cease destructive activities in the region
until further assessment of the implications for
jaguarundi and ocelots, two endangered cats,
could be carried out. As a result of the action,
the US Border Patrol will now complete an
Environmental Impact Statement and will con-
sult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
under the Endangered Species Act for impacts
specifically on the two wild cats. The agree-
ment also lists a number of interim activities
that the Border Patrol can still conduct.

“The cats and their habitat will now be con-
sidered before Operation Rio Grande - a pro-
gramme that includes resurfacing roads, clear-
ing vegetation, constructing fences, lighting
systems, and boat ramps – can continue,” said
Rodger Schlickeisen, President of Defenders
of Wildlife.

The lower Rio Grande Valley – which in-
cludes Starr, Hildago, and Cameron counties
– where the project has already begun, is home
to more than 2,200 species of plants and ani-
mals, making it one of the most biologically
diverse regions in the United States. The val-
ley also serves as a temporary home to thou-
sands of migratory birds each season. Only
five percent of the valley’s historic habitat re-
mains today, most of it lost to human encroach-
ment. Fifteen endangered species call the val-
ley home, including ocelots and jaguarundis,
which are on the brink of local extinction.

Bill Snape, vice president for law at De-
fenders of Wildlife, said that the settlement
proved that border enforcement and wildlife
conservation were not necessarily incompat-
ible goals.

“If this settlement means that the INS Bor-
der Patrol is beginning to take environmental
enforcement seriously, other border wildlife
challenges – such as the Sonoran pronghorn,
jaguar and Mexican wolf – may be similarly
solved.”

Asiatic Cheetah
Cloning Proposed in
India

An Indian team of cellular
and molecular biologists
hopes to clone an Asiatic

cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus
venaticus) in the next five years.
The subspecies is extinct in India
and survives only in Iran and, pos-
sibly, Pakistan.

The Indian government has sanc-
tioned Rupees 50 million (about
US$1,000,000) for a Laboratory for the
Conservation of Endangered Species
(LACONES) in Hyderabad, capital of the
southern state of Andhra Pradesh, where
the attempt will be made. It is hoped the
laboratory will be ready by the end of
2001.

The cheetah was once numerous in
India, and the 17th century Moghul Em-
peror, Akbar, was said by his son,
Jahangir, to have owned 10,000 cheetahs
in his lifetime. Cheetahs were trained to
hunt blackbuck (Antilope cervicapra) for
Indian princes. By the end of the 19th cen-
tury, the cheetah was already rare, and,
in 1947, the Maharajah of Korea, a state
now incorporated into Madhya Pradesh,
shot three with two bullets when he spot-
ted them in his car headlights – the last
physical record of the cheetah in India.
Subsequent reports of sightings were usu-
ally attributed to leopards, known as
“chitah-bagh”, meaning “spotted tiger”
in Hindi.

Recent reports suggest that no more
than 60 Asiatic cheetahs survive in Iran,
with, possibly, a few in the neighbouring
Baluchistan province of Pakistan.

According to a report on the Times
of India (23 Oct. 2000), Lalji Singh, of
the Centre for Cellular and Molecular Bi-
ology (CCMB), and his team hope to take
the genetic material from live cheetah
cells which would then be infused into
the eggs of a leopard, whose hereditary
material would already have been
stripped. This cocktail embryo would
then be inserted into the womb of a leop-
ard and left to nature.

Lalji Singh hopes to persuade the In-
dian government to ask Iran for an Asi-
atic cheetah. However, only a single Asi-
atic cheetah is in captivity – in Tehran –
and the small wild population is widely
scattered around the great salt desert of
Dasht-i-Kavir, where it is seldom seen.




