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The Coxcomb Basin Jaguar Preserve is thriving. Small when
first established, it has been expanded to cover the whole basin and
has become a major tourist attraction for Belizeans as well as for-
eigners. Belize has become a leader of wildlife conservation in cen-
tral America. Those were achievements. But the book was too, be-
cause the graphic account of the life of a wildlife biologist, not just
as a scientist but as a human being embedding himself in a Maya
community far different from his background in the USA, had an
impact beyond expectations. While some scientists hrrumphed at
mixing personal life with science, the public loved it. For young would-
be field biologists it tells them what life can be like “out there”.

In the Afterword, Rabinowitz describes his intermittent returns
to a transformed Coxcomb. The Mayas, who had greeted him with
suspicion and went on to resent the establishment of the reserve,
with its inevitable ending of their hunting and exploitation of the
forests, had been born again. Tourist interest led to their rediscov-
ering their people’s culture as they produced for sale replicas of
carvings they had once ignored. The government provided a school,
a health centre, latrines and a community centre, and installed new
water pumps.

“The swollen bellies, festering open wounds, high infant mortal-
ity, and free-ranging pigs were no longer to be seen,” Rabinowitz says.

He found tourists, including Mayas from other regions, were
enjoying nature trails and campsites. Wildlife, including the elu-
sive jaguars, had become more visible, and some species which
had been absent had reappeared.

Much had been achieved for the jaguar in Belize. Overall, how-
ever, there had been little progress since the preserve was estab-
lished in study and conservation of the jaguar in its vast range from
Argentina to the border areas of Mexico and the USA. With con-
cerned colleagues from the Wildlife Conservation Society,
Rabinowitz brought together scientists, wildlife managers and con-
servationists, most from the range countries, for a workshop in
Mexico in 1999. Together they developed conservation plans, which
impressed Jaguar cars sufficiently to provide $1 million over five
years for their implementation.

Few conservation scientists have equalled Rabinowitz’s achieve-
ments in his fight for the jaguar in Belize. It is appropriate that,
considering the future of the jaguar, he quotes Franz Kafka, who
wrote: “The accomplishment of hopes remains an always unexpected
miracle, but, in compensation, the miracle remains forever possi-
ble”.
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Bothma and Walker are acknowledged experts on the carnivores
of Africa, and provide in-depth information about lion, leop-

ard, cheetah, caracal, wild dog, spotted hyaena, striped hyaena,
brown hyaena and aardwolf. Data is provided on social behaviour;
reproduction and young; range use; activity and movement; feed-
ing ecology; relationship with other wildlife; and population dy-
namics.

The data are drawn from a wide range of publications, and for
each species there is a valuable bibliography. However, the data in
the text are not referenced and so it is not easy to identify the sources.

The book is illustrated with photos and Walker’s excellent draw-
ings.
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The tiger is a charismatic animal. For people all over the world
it is the epitome of beauty and power. It is the power especially

which has led to its parts being used in traditional medicine in many
countries since time immemorial. Millions of people believe in the
efficacy of tiger-based medicines. This has led to a continual toll of
tigers to meet the demand.

In the past, when there were tens of thousands of tigers in Asia
and human populations were far less than now, this toll, while re-
grettable in the eyes of many people today, was sustainable. Today,
with tiger numbers thought to have been reduced to between 5,000
and 7,500, the species is listed as Endangered in the IUCN Red
List of Threatened Animals (IUCN 1996), and three of the five
surviving subspecies are Critically Endangered. Under the pres-




