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The only known captive Asiatic chee-
tah in the world died in Pardisan

Park, Tehran, on 23 December 2004. Ac-
cording to Pardisan authorities, the fe-
male, named Marita, died from respira-

World’s Only Known Captive Asiatic Cheetah Dies

The ICS is an Iranian, non-profit NGO established in
August 2001, works to save the last Iranian cheetahs,.
The society was founded by three young, enthusiastic
students of natural resources with five years’ experience
in studying the cheetah before its official establishment,
ICS has made remarkable progress in its activities to
save the cheetah in Iran in the past two years. ICS is
based in Tehran and has 300 members from all over the
country. Its main goals are:

• Public awareness about the cheetah and its associ-
ated biota through education, mainly in local com-
munities

• Reducing human-cheetah conflict by implementing
socio-economic programmes

• Biological surveys to learn more about the Iranian
cheetah

• Conservation of the cheetah in its natural habitat,
particularly with public participation.

ICS has focused a large part of its activities on edu-
cation, mainly for juveniles and youth in local communi-
ties where people are in direct conflict with the cheetah
and need to co-exist, and also in cities where informing
people about this invaluable wealth is so necessary.

On the other hand, since less is known about the
Asiatic cheetah compared with its African cousin, it needs
to be studied in the wild and ICS has given a lot of atten-
tion and energy to this aspect. Recent surveys have
shown that one of the cheetah’s main prey species is
wild sheep, and so a plan to study wild sheep behaviour
and demography has been undertaken by ICS since win-
ter 2002. Also, long-term surveys have been conducted
since December 2001 on wolf and hyaena, which are
the cheetah’s main competitors in Iran. At present, local
education has the highest priority for the ICS, and
fundraising is the most important concern.

The Iranian Cheetah Society (ICS)

tory collapse, despite the efforts of
veterinarians. She was nine years old.

Marita, born in spring 1994, was cap-
tured when she and her two sisters, ac-
companied by their mother, came near

the city of Bafq on 31 August 1994. The
family was captured by local people. The
mother ran away, and Marita’s two sis-
ters were killed. Marita was taken to
Tehran and kept by the Department of
Environment.

Her capture could have led to a cap-
tive breeding programme, but there was
concern that taking a male from the criti-
cally endangered wild cheetah popula-
tion, thought to be fewer than 60 scat-
tered specimens, could be damaged.

In recent years, public interest in sav-
ing Iran’s cheetah’s has grown, and
Marita became a symbol, drawing many
people to her large enclosure in Pardisan.
She will be mounted in the Department
of Environment’s Museum in Tehran to
remain a symbol of Iran’s threatened
cheetahs, the only known survivors of the
sub-species, which once ranged through
south-west Asia and to the Indian sub-
continent.

In the past two years, phototrap cam-
eras deployed in known cheetah range
around the vast desert of eastern Iran,
have produced images confirming the ex-
istence of wild cheetahs, and of breed-
ing.Photo: Peter Jackson




