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Cheetahs and Tourism:
Sad News from the Serengeti

On 24th July 2003, a female cheetah with seven
small cubs was surrounded by 15 tourist
vehicles in a sandpit south of Seronera in

Serengeti National Park. Vehicles came within a foot
of the cheetahs, who were resting under the shade of a
tree in the pit. Terrified by the noise of engines and
voices, two cubs ran away from the vehicles into tall
grass. An hour later, one cub returned, but the other
cub was never seen again, although the pit was later
closed to visitors. Without its mother for protection,
the cub was probably killed by lions or hyenas in the
night.

In the days that followed, the mother cheetah would not
leave the sandpit area, despite the presence of lions, includ-
ing one near fatal encounter. Instead, she kept calling and
searching the area for her missing cub, putting her remain-

ing cubs and herself at greater risk. Two days later another
cub disappeared.

With the help of Tanzanian authorities, the Serengeti
Cheetah Project is trying to make sure that such unfortunate
incidents do not occur again by increasing awareness about
cheetahs among tourists and driver-guides. Cheetahs are more
easily disturbed by large numbers of cars and people than
other species of big cat, especially as they usually hunt by
day. The project is producing posters to encourage ‘Cheetah
Friendly’ viewing practices, and asking visitors to help pre-
vent such things from happening again by following a few
simple guidelines when they come across cheetahs. The post-
ers will be displayed at park gates, the Visitor Unit and lodges.
Leaflets with the same information will also be distributed to
visitors and will be available at the Carnivore Unit.

While cheetahs do have special needs, there is also a need
for improving visitor behaviour around all wildlife in the park.
Any thoughts and suggestions on these issues are welcomed
by the Serengeti Cheetah Project at <cheetah@habari.co.tz>.

(Tanzania Carnivore Project Newsletter.
<http://www.habari.co.tz/carnivores/>)

Mountain lion found near Kansas

A mountain lion (Puma concolor) was found dead just south
of the Kansas state line at the end May 2004. Only 40 miles
(64 km) south of Arkansas City, it is the first wild mountain
lion confirmed in this area in 100 years. And, thanks to a
tracking collar, it is known to have travelled a long distance
in a short time.

The mountain lion – found near Red Rock, Oklahoma –
was last tracked via its collar in the north-western part of the
Black Hills of Wyoming on 3 September 2003, said Jonathan
Jenks, a wildlife professor at South Dakota State University.

“Then it shows up in Oklahoma. That’s 667 straight-line
miles (1,672 km)”, Jenks said – i.e. twice as far as any col-
lared mountain lion has been known to travel.

Jenks, supervisor of a mountain lion research project in
the Black Hills of western South Dakota, said the cat was
treed with hounds, tranquillized and fitted with a tracking
collar on 24 February 2003. By 3 September it had moved 58
miles (93 km) northwest into Wyoming’s Black Hills. On 27
May, while inspecting a section of railroad track, Bruce Endorf
of Arkansas City saw the mountain lion lying dead 2¼ miles
(4 km) south of Red Rock. It apparently was struck by a train.

The male cat was taken to a research facility at Oklahoma
State University. Officials said it weighed 114 pounds (45.6
kg) and was thought to be 2½ years old. Jenks said the moun-
tain lion was from a thriving population of about 145 in the
Black Hills.

Oklahoma has a very small mountain lion population in
the rugged country that makes up the far western tip of the
state’s Panhandle. Daniel said last week’s animal is the state’s

only confirmed wild mountain lion east of that region.
Nebraska and Missouri have had confirmed wild moun-

tain lions within the last year. All have been young males
thought to be looking for a home territory.

The Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks said the
last confirmed wild Kansas mountain lion was killed in Ellis
County in 1904. Department biologists have long said it is
possible a mountain lion could wander into Kansas. Jenks
said it was highly probable.

“Judging from where it was found, compared to where it
came from, it would have had a difficult time not going through
Kansas”, Jenks said. He added that male mountain lions of-
ten followed rivers as they wander: the Arkansas River passes
within a few miles of where the animal died.

… in southern Iowa

A young male mountain lion was shot in Wayne County in
southern Iowa on 29 June 2003, the Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) reported.

“Someone saw the lion eating on a deer carcass and called
a friend,” said Todd Gosselink, DNR wildlife biologist. “The
friends showed up with their coon hounds and flushed the cat
from a culvert, chased it for about three-quarters of a mile
before it climbed a large cottonwood tree.”

That was when Jason Klaiber of Lineville shot it with his
30-06 rifle – the third young male lion killed in Iowa. The
lion was found south of Confidence on the Chariton River
Sunday. The lion was about 6.5 feet (2 m) long and all indi-
cations are it was wild.

Gosselink estimated that it weighed 80-100 pounds (36-
45 kg) and was probably 1.5 to 2 years old.

Mountain Lions on Move in American Mid-west




