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had to rule out my assumption as the species is restricted by
the mighty River Indus, which acts as a natural barrier. The
only possibility left is that the cat has migrated from Orakzai
Agency, located at the Pakistan-Afghan border. The frequency
of cat killing in Dara suggests that the mountains of Orakzai
Agency support a comfortable leopard population. These
mountains range from 5,000-10,000 feett (1,500-3,000 metres)
and are covered with forests, which support a limited popula-
tion of urial (Ovis orientalis) and other common mammals.
The leopard is being forced to migrate eastwards (Dara) be-
cause of over-hunting of urial and deforestation, as the major-
ity of the population in Orakzai is dependent on forests. The
domesticated goats found in the mountains of Dara provide an
added attraction for the cat. A single killing of a goat confirms
the arrival of a leopard in the valley, and it is then easily killed
by the local hunters. The killing procedure is very simple –

hunters just set traps at the very few water sources in the moun-
tains. The trapped cat is then killed when it comes drink.

Recommendations

a) The leopard in the Dara Hills should be studied, as it has
never been reported previously.

b) Public awareness programmes should be run for local peo-
ple of Dara by the Wildlife Department and NGOs.

c) Effective steps should be taken by the NWFP Wildlife De-
partment to control leopard killings and to address the fac-
tors responsible for the migration of the species.

* Pakistan Airforce Camp, Peshawar, Pakistan.
<zulfi13@hotmail.com>

Asiatic Cheetah in Grave Danger of
Extinction

The Asiatic cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus venaticus) is in grave
danger of extinction and is “hanging on by only the thin-
nest of threads”, the New York-based Wildlife Conserva-

tion Society (WCS) has announced.

A press release said it was believed that fewer than 60 existed in the entire
Asian continent, most of them on the edge of Iran’s Kavir Desert. The sub-
species once ranged from Arabia and Palestine to India.

WCS carried out a survey in September. The team included George Schaller,
WCS’s Director of Science, his colleague Tim O’Brien and Ali Reza
Jourabchian from Iran’s Department of Environment.

Schaller said afterwards: “Based on our talks with many people and on
our own observations, it is clear that the cheetah in Iran is gravely threatened
with extinction. Urgent action is needed to offer this species a future. Just as
Iran takes pride in preserving its great cultural treasures, it needs to view and
treat the cheetah as a great natural treasure”.

The team spent a month surveying three protected areas where cheetahs
still exist – Kavir National Park, Khar Touran World Biosphere Reserve and
Daranjeer Hunting Prohibited Area – said a WCS press release. They found a
variety of suitable habitat, but found that prey species, such as gazelles (Gazella
dorcas or bennetti)and urial sheep (Ovis orientalis) were scarce.

In the 1970s, estimates of Iran’s cheetah population ranged from 100 to
400. But the WCS press release said that widespread poaching of cheetahs
and their prey during the early years of the 1978 Islamic revolution, along
with degradation of habitat due to livestock grazing, had pushed the cheetah
to the brink of extinction.

Schaller and O’Brien were encouraged by the dedication and commitment
of the Department of Environment staff to improve conditions in the pro-
tected areas. The release said that the sprawling Khar Touran area had only 20
park guards to patrol more than 5,400 square miles (8,640 square kilometres).
As a result thousands of head of livestock illegally graze in its core area.

The WCS plans to carry out a comprehensive census next year of cheetahs
and other predators, including leopards and wolves, and it looks forward to
the possibility of other projects to help protect Iran’s diverse flora and fauna.

Source
WCS press release 31 October 2001.

Florida Panther News

Death Toll on Roads

Fortyfour Florida panthers (Puma concolor coryi)
are known to have been killed on roads since 1972,
according to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conser-
vation Commission. But no panthers have died
where special wildlife crossing points and fencing
have been constructed on 64 km of highway, mainly
on “Alligator Alley” (Interstate 75). Most of the
deaths were in Collier and Hendry Counties.

The wildlife crossings are broad tunnels under
the highways, floored with soil so that there is veg-
etation. Fences alongside the highways prevent
panthers and other wildlife crossing the roads and
guide them to the tunnels. The Commission’s re-
port said that each crossing cost a minimum of
US$500,000, and it was only possible to build them
where there was documented loss of wildlife due
to collisions with vehicles, and where land on ei-
ther side is protected in order to preserve their
importance as panther habitat well into the future.

Further to protect the panther, lowered night
speed limits have been established in places since
July 1985 to help reduce mortalities. Nevertheless,
since then, 12 panthers have been killed in the low-
ered speed zones, one by a wildlife officer who
was travelling at less than 45 mph (70 kph).

The Commission said that the increase in the
number of panthers killed on the roads did not
necessarily reflect a greater risk to individual pan-
thers. It explained that an increase in the panther
population had been documented since eight fe-
male Texas cougars (P.c. stanleyi) had been intro-
duced in 1995 for genetic restoration of the Florida
panther. The commission put the current panther
population at less than 100. In the late 1980s the
population was estimated at 30-50.


