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Speedy Cheetahs

A captive-bred cheetah clocked 52 mph
(83.7 kph) by radar at a fund-raising event

called “Run for Survival” in favour of the Chee-
tah Conservation Fund on 23-24 May 1999.

Dawn Simas, Director of Wild About Cats and
owner of the cheetah, Shaka, said the event, held in
“Silicon Valley” between Los Gatos and Los Altos,
California, may have raised US$75,000, which would
go towards building a laboratory and staff housing at
the CCF project in Namibia <http://www.cheetah.org>.
She said videos of the cat running had been posted on
the web site <http://www.wildabout cats.org/
cheetah.htm>. She warned that the big files take about
10-15 minutes to download at 28.8 baud, but adds that
they are worth it.

In Kenya in 1965, a 35kg female cheetah achieved
a mean time of 64 mph (102.4 kph) in three runs over a
220 yard (201.2m) course. She had 30 minutes rest be-
tween each run.

N.C.C. Sharp, then an athletics coach used to hand
timing, describes the test in the Journal of Zoology
(Sharp 1997). The cheetah had been orphaned as a cub
and raised on a farm. The course was firm, level ground
with a slight covering of murram dust. There was no
wind. An analogue stopwatch was calibrated with oth-
ers from the Kenya Amateur Athletics Association and
Voice of Kenya radio.

The cheetah had a running start of 18m and when it
broke a taut piece of white wool, the stopwatch was
started by the timer standing in an open Landrover 75m
down the course with a piece of meat in his hand. When
the cheetah broke the second wool tape with its ante-
rior thorax, the watch was stopped and the meat thrown
down.

The recorded times were 7, 6.9 and 7.2 seconds,
giving a mean time of 7 seconds – a speed of 64 mph
(102.4 kph).

Sharp compared the speed with those of other mam-
mals, including horses and dogs, and declared that the
cheetah had “by far the highest reliably-reported run-
ning speed for any animal”.

He said that a widely-quoted speed of 71 mph (114.3
kph) had been discredited as it involved a tame animal
said to have run 80 yards (73m) in 2.25 seconds, but
the track was later shown to be only 65 yards (59m)
long. He declared that M Hildebrand’s estimate (1961)
of 56 mph (90.1 kph) was not from a timed run, but was
calculated by analysing film, taking the scale of dis-
tance from an estimated length of the cheetah’s body.
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Attitudes of Hong Kong Chinese
Towards Wildlife Conservation*

Executive Summary
The need for this survey has been underscored by repeated instances of ille-
gal trade in rhino horn, tiger bone and their medicinal derivatives in Hong
Kong. Therefore, TRAFFIC East Asia set out to scientifically document the
demographics of those among the Hong Kong population who might be po-
tential consumers of these products. It was hoped that documenting these
demographics would aid public awareness and law enforcement efforts to-
ward stopping illegal trade of this kind. This research was conducted in July
1996, using random sampling methods and a telephone survey of a sample
representative of the Hong Kong Chinese population as a whole. There were
1,157 successful interviews during the survey, representing a response rate
of 54.3%. The standard margin of error is less than 1.5%.

This survey found that about 6.8% of Hong Kong’s adult population uses
Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) regularly and that users are more likely
to be women than men. While about 35% of TCM users seek advice from
TCM practitioners and TCM shop assistants, over 50% of TCM users would
not try to ascertain the ingredients of TCM prescribed to them. Among TCM
users in Hong Kong, three-fifths (59%) claimed they would refrain from us-
ing TCM purporting to contain parts of wild animals. Perceived need and
efficacy collectively were cited as one of the major reasons why TCM users
would use TCM containing parts of wild animals. People with lower educa-
tional levels were found to be more willing to pay higher prices for TCM
containing parts of animals taken from the wild, as opposed to animals bred
in captivity.

Fourteen percent of TCM users would continue to consume TCM con-
taining endangered animals that are protected by law, while another 37%
might do so “depending on the situation”. Among this 37%, two-fifths (41%)
would do so if it were perceived to be necessary. Seven percent of the TCM
users (or 2% of the total sample) had used TCM claiming to contain rhino
horn, while another 4% of TCM users (or 1% of the total sample) had used
TCM claiming to contain tiger bone.

This survey confirms that there is a residual demand among the adult
population of Hong Kong for TCM containing rhino horn and/or tiger bone,
and that males and older TCM users are more likely to use such products.
Sixty-five percent of “rhino horn users” and 69% of “tiger bone users” said
they would stop using medicines containing these ingredients if informed
that such use were prohibited by law. Twenty-three percent of rhino horn
users and 19% of tiger bone users, however, stated they would continue us-
ing these products, even if they know it were against the law.

About three-fifths (59%) of the adult population expressed concern about
endangered species. More than three-quarters (77%) of these respondents
agreed to give up certain TCM if that would help save wildlife from extinc-
tion. Nearly 70% of the adult population expressed the belief that humans
would be adversely affected if wild animals were to become extinct. The
majority of people found to be supportive of wildlife conservation were
younger and better educated. Users of TCM were generally more supportive
of wildlife conservation than were non-users. Among TCM users, those who
do not use TCM containing wild animal parts expressed more concern for
wildlife conservation than did those who use TCM containing wild animal
parts. Those people who used TCM containing wild animal parts in general
did not feel that their use of wildlife as medicine has an impact on the ecol-
ogy. Three-quarters (74%) of TCM users support the use of laws to prohibit
the use of endangered animals as TCM ingredients. Only 14% of the TCM
users would definitely continue to use TCM containing ingredients derived




