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Studbooks

International Tiger Studbook 1997
On 31 December 1996 the following tigers were held in the world’s
captive facilities:

No. Male Female Facilities
Amur tiger

Panthera tigris altaica 501 (238) (263) 175
Sumatran tiger

P.t. sumatrae 210 (104) (106) 80
Bengal tiger

P.t. tigris 245 (128) (117) 25
South China tiger

P.t. amoyensis 47 (28) (19) 18
Indo-Chinese tiger

P.t. corbetti 25 (6) (19) 4
Total 1,028 (504 652) 302

Müller, P. and Sonntag, K. 1997. International Tiger Studbook
1997. Zoologischer Garten, Leipzig, Germany.

International Cheetah Studbook 1996
Captive population on 31 December 1996:

No. Male Female Cubs Facilities
Cheetah 1,217 608 602 .7 240

in 50 countries. Of the population 884 (73%) were captive-born,
and the remainder wild-born.

Studbook Keeper Laurie Marker concludes: “The relative suc-
cess in the world’s captive cheetah population over the past few
years suggests that an increased reproductive success throughout
the world’s facilities could be achieved through a co-operative man-
agement program. Reproductive success has decreased since a peak
in 1993 with the number of cubs born. Much of this decrease is
accounted for through managed breeding programs, such as the

North America SSP and Europe’s EEP. In 1996, though, there was
marked decrease in both the number of litters and cubs born.

“It is important that the successful breeding facilities co-oper-
ate in the managed reproduction of animals and that animal trans-
fers that facilitate breeding priorities be implemented.

“Although a few of the world’s facilities have had significant
reproductive success, importation of wild-caught animals into the
captive population has been a primary reason for the population’s
growth. This has been especially true in the southern African re-
gion, where 30% of the region’s population is wild-caught. Al-
though there has been continued reproductive success in this re-
gion, less than 10% of captive-born animals have remained in the
population. The development of a managed breeding program and
the co-operation between facilities is even more important in range
countries.

“As the free-ranging population of cheetah continues to de-
cline and a large amount of genetic diversity of the remaining free-
ranging population is lost, the captive and wild populations should
be managed in co-operation. In the future, in the absence of further
imports from the wild, the size of the world’s captive populations
would be expected to decline, unless there is improvement in cap-
tive breeding. The use of a global management program will be a
critical component for the long-term future of the species.”

Marker, L. 1998. 1996 International Cheetah Studbook. NOAHS
Center, Washington, DC 20008, USA.

International Caracal Studbook
On 31 December 1994, the following caracals were held in captive
facilities:

No. Male Female Facilities
Caracal caracal 194 99 95 80

Versteeg, D. 1998. Caracal International Studbook. Living
Desert, Palm Desert, CA 92260, USA.

Track of the Tiger:
Legend and Lore of the Great Cat
Ed. Maurice Hornocker
Sierra Club Books
ISBN 0-87156-973-6
120 pp.
Available from Hornocker Wildlife Institute
PO Box 3246
Moscow,  ID 83843 (USA)
– $50 signed by Maurice Hornocker
– $30 unsigned
– $7.50 shipping and handling.
Donations of $20 or $50 to the Siberian Tiger Project can be
made at the same time

Track of the Tiger contains 10 articles on tigers which convey
the tremendous impact the great cat has on people. In his in-

troduction, Hornocker recounts his first sight of a tiger, drawn at

night to a buffalo bait in India’s Sariska reserve in 1971 and the
spell it cast on him. It was 21 years before he saw another wild
tiger – in the Russian Far East, where he and colleagues launched
the on-going study of the Siberian tiger in 1992 as a co-operative
project with scientists from the Russian Academy of Sciences.

As he says: “Tigers have captured man’s imagination since the
beginning of time. The tiger’s power, grace and beauty have for-
ever enthralled and inspired mankind and have achieved a cultural
identity in some human societies. And cultural considerations can
overpower both politics and economics. This may be the best hope
for tigers in the long run.”

Later in the book, he gives an account of the Current Siberian
Tiger Project and the excellent collaboration between Russian and
American scientists.

Peter Mathiessen tells about his experiences visiting the Sibe-
rian Tiger Project, and Geoffrey Ward writes of the fabled Indian
tigerman, Fateh Singh Rathore, and his achievements in making
the Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve renowned as the finest place to
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