REPORT: Across Southern Africa, lllegal Hunting
and Bushmeat Trade Threaten Large Regions with Ecological Collapse

Lions, cheetah, leopard, and wild dog particularly vulnerable

Southern African Development Community (SADC) member states take first steps to
tackle looming conservation crisis

JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA (October 25, 2012) — A recent report says illegal
hunting of wildlife in South African Development Community (SADC) states can lead to the
eradication of many species across extensive areas and even complete ecological collapse.

Africa’s iconic large carnivores, such as cheetah, lion, leopard, and wild dog, are particularly
vulnerable to this practice, either because they are caught in the bycatch from unselective
methods such as snaring, or due to loss of prey. The report says that the scale and severity of
the threat is such that, without urgent intervention, one of SADC’s most valuable resources
will be lost across vast areas of the region.

The report: “Illegal hunting and the bush-meat trade in savanna Africa: drivers, impacts, and
solutions to address the problem” is authored by Panthera, Zoological Society of London, and
Wildlife Conservation Society.

SADC wildlife agencies are beginning to tackle this looming conservation crisis. At a two-
day meeting in Johannesburg last week, heads of wildlife agencies and other representatives
of government, supported by IUCN (East and Southern Africa Region),UNDP, FAO,
community organizations, and conservation NGOs unanimously agreed on the urgency of
tackling the practice of illegal bushmeat extraction. SADC member states represented at the
workshop included Mozambique (current chair country); Botswana, Malawi, Namibia, South
Africa, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

The groups at the workshop noted that current rates of bushmeat extraction are unsustainable
and can lead to local extinctions and the collapse of ecosystems. They also noted that many
poor and marginalized communities depend on the contribution wildlife makes to their food
security, and called for support from the development community in helping to curb illegal
hunting and bushmeat trade.

Sustainable management of wildlife can make significant contributions to the food security of
rural communities and to local and national economies such as through tourism and
community-based natural resource management initiatives. In Namibia, for example, well-
regulated hunting results in a total of 26 million metric tons of legal, sustainably harvested
game meat traded every year.

Where illegal hunting is rampant, trophy-hunting tourism concessions earn as little as 4
percent of what they could if hunting was regulated.

Dr. Rene Czudek from the FAO Subregional Office (SADC), who hosted the workshop said:
“There is an urgent need to search for viable solutions that will ensure the sustainable use of
SADC’s world renowned wildlife resources while contributing to the development of poor
rural communities.”



Mr. Nyambe Nyambe from the SADC Food, Agricultural and Natural Resources Directorate
applauded the parties for drawing the attention of SADC to such an important issue, and noted
that SADC aims to protect wildlife and their habitats and promote sustainable use of natural
resources. He called on all stakeholders to work together to move this process forward .

It was acknowledged at the workshop that illegal bushmeat extraction and the methods used
to hunt wildlife impact heavily on key species that need our protection.

Dr. Sarah Durant of ZSL/WCS, said: “The continued survival of cheetah across large tracts of
their range in the SADC region depends on finding ways to ensure that bushmeat extraction is
sustainable.”

Adding to this, Dr. Netty Purchase of ZSL/WCS, said: “Most cheetahs and African wild dogs
occur outside protected areas, coexisting with people and their livestock, and are very
vulnerable to snaring and the loss of their wild prey.”

Dr. Peter Lindsey from Panthera said: “The unique diversity and density of wildlife in SADC
countries has potential to create significant economic and social benefits for the people of the
region. However, these assets are severely threatened by illegal hunting and the bushmeat
trade.”

The participants developed a set of guiding principles needed to address bushmeat extraction
in the SADC region. They called on SADC to commit to these principles to avert the
impending conservation crisis. Failure will not only have dire consequences for biodiversity
conservation but will also lead to the collapse of an ecosystem service upon which many of
the region’s most vulnerable communities depend.

The workshop was organized by the Range Wide Program for Cheetah and Wild Dog, on
behalf of the FAO-SFS (SADC Subregional office), as a result of request from four directors
of wildlife agencies within SADC (Malawi, Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe).

Partners in the project

Achieving food security for all is at the heart of the United Nations agency, the Food and
Agriculture Organisation’s (FAO) efforts - to make sure people have regular access to
enough high-quality food to lead active, healthy lives. FAO's mandate is to raise levels of
nutrition, improve agricultural productivity, better the lives of rural populations and contribute
to the growth of the world economy. www.fao.org

Founded in 1826, the Zoological Society of London (ZSL) is an international scientific,
conservation and educational charity whose mission is to promote and achieve the worldwide
conservation of animals and their habitats. Our mission is realised through our
groundbreaking science, our active conservation projects in more than 50 countries and our
two Zoos, ZSL London Zoo and ZSL Whipsnade Zoo. For more information visit

www.zsl.org

The Wildlife Conservation Society saves wildlife and wild places worldwide. We do so
through science, global conservation, education and the management of the world's largest


http://www.fao.org/
http://www.zsl.org/

system of urban wildlife parks, led by the Flagship Bronx Zoo. Together these activities
change attitudes toward nature and help people imagine wildlife and humans living in
harmony. WCS is committed to this mission because it is essential to the integrity of life on
Earth. Visit: www.wcs.org

The Southern African Development Community (SADC) vision is that of a common
future, a future within a regional community that will ensure economic well-being,
improvement of the standards of living and quality of life, freedom and social justice and
peace and security for the people of Southern Africa. This shared vision is anchored on the
common values and principles and the historical and cultural affinities that exist between the
people of Southern Africa. SADC’s mission is to promote sustainable and equitable economic
growth and socio-economic development through efficient productive systems, deeper co-
operation and integration, good governance, and durable peace and security, so that the region
emerges as a competitive and effective player in international relations and the world
economy. www.sadc.int

Panthera, founded in 2006, is the world’s leading organization devoted exclusively to the
conservation of wild cats and their ecosystems. Utilizing the expertise of the world’s premier
cat biologists, Panthera develops and implements global conservation strategies for the
largest, most imperiled cats — tigers, lions, jaguars, and snow leopards. Representing the most
comprehensive effort of its kind, Panthera works in partnership with local and international
NGOs, scientific institutions, local communities and governments around the globe.
www.panthera.org

The Range wide conservation program for cheetahs and African wild dogs (RWP) was
initiated in 2007 in recognition of the fact that cheetahs and African wild dogs require large
areas of land to sustain viable populations, and that both species were declining or extinct in
much of their former range. To maintain such large areas there was a need to engage with
stakeholders beyond traditional wildlife areas and to work with governments to find ways to
protect these two species outside of gazetted wildlife estates. There are three regions under the
RWP — North, West and Central Africa, East Africa and Southern Africa each managed by a
regional coordinator. www.cheetahandwilddog.org
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