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Short communicaiion

A NEW RECORD OF LYNX LYNX (LINNAEUS 1758)
(FELIDAE, CARNIVORA) IN EAST SERBIA

b. MIRIC and M. PAUNOVIC

Natural History Museum, Belgrade, Yugoslavia

Up to the present moment, the records of Lynx and the evi
dence for its existence in East Serbia have been very few. The earlier
authors’ records of Lynx in East Serbia, covering the period betwecn
1890 and 1904 have already been presented and classified by Miri¢
(1981). In the stated period several specimens of Lynx were shot or
observed in the area of the Stara Planina mountain. There are no
data whatsoever on the existence of Lynx in North-East Serbia, but
it is to be supposed, on basis of the toponyms, that Lynx had inha-
bited the area once. B6kony (1978) reports the find of Lynx re-
mnants among the osteological material found on a locality in Djer-
dap (Danube), belonging to the Mesolithic and early Neolithic stages.

HadzZi-Pavlovié¢ (1990), whose report was based on a query
conducted in part, states that ever since 1904 there have been no in-
dications for the presence of Lynx in East Serbia, until 1978, when it
was observed and shot for the first time near Krivi Vir. Since then,
various information have been obtained from the local people and the
huntsmen, which have made it every day the clearer that Lynx inha-
bits these parts. The credibility of the information was strengthened
by a find of two specimens : a male, shot on Deli Jovan mountain in
1983 (Milenkovié 1985) and another male, caught on Bogovinski
Kr$ near Boljevac in 1988 (Had%i-Pavlovic¢ 1990).

On 26 June 1992, on the road from Majdanpek to Rudna Glava
and in the vicinity of the Blizna settlement, one male Lynx was kil-
led by a car. It was found by a huntsman, N. Urzikié¢, from Rudna

Glava. With the assistance of ,Srna” Hunting Club, the specimen has
been bromoht over ta the MNatisral TTictoces AMavmonoss T T oo Ve
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an expert analysis has boeen carvicd out and the bivmetrical measures
taken (Fab. 1 and 2). The coast: sumimner short, isabelling 10 reddish buff,
faintly spotted.

From the measures {Tab. 1, 2}, the general appeamance of the ani-
mal and the appearance of the skull, it could be deduced that this
was a young specimen belonging to the Carpathian subspecies of Lynx
Iyvnx carpathicus Kratochvil ot Stollmann, 1963. Unobliterated sutures
and small bodily weight in this, otherwise well sourishied animal in
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Fie 1. — Evnx specimen found 26 June 1992 on the road from
Maidanpek to Rudna Glava

A< well as the dental alveoles somewhat loose for the

goed condition,
thal the specimen was 12— 15 months old at the time

teeth, indicate
of death, so that i bad most probably been delivered in East Serbia.
Since the other {wo specimens had been proved members of the same
subspecics (Milenkovic 1985, Hadzi-Pavlovid¢ 1990), the new
record could be vet another conlirmation of the thesis on the immi-
gration of Lynx to East Scrbia from the southern Carpathians, across
the Danube (Mirvic 1981).

The records of the vepeated occurrences of Lynx in East Serbia
cntail the question of the status of this carnivore during the past 90
vears. In view of the prowing pumber of information on its pre-
sence in the last 14 yeors, it is evident that Lynx is no more to be re-
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ol quesfions, ranging from those concerning the oriein, statis and

dynamics ol ils initial population in Last Serbia, 1o those of the dict,
reproduction and other bionomic problems, await their answer. I
is therefore necessary to conduct a delajled rescarch, aiming at gathe-
ring as much direct or indirect information as possible. Conscquently, a
sysiematic query among the local hunters has been initiated, and the
data obiained will serve as a slarting point for the East Servbia Lynx
population moniloring progian.

Fig. 2. — Skull: A) Latcral view B) Upper view

REFERENCES: Bokony, S. (1978): A Mcsolithic Scttlement in the lron
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vaike novine 656:14—15, Novi Sad; Milenkovié, M. (1985): Arh. biol,
Beograd 37 (1—4) : 5SP—6P; Miri¢, D. (i981): The Lynx Populations of the
Balkan Peninsula. Monographs 539, SANU, Beograd.

TFab. 1. — Measureniciats
Head and bodv 885 mm Ear 88 Testicles 23 x 18
Tail 170 Hind foot 270 Weight 155 kg
Shoulder Heichi 560 Tassel 37
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Tab. 2. — Skul!
ISL 1444 BCW 164 P 18,30 (left)
CB 1291 s 6413 18,20 (righy)
Ro 38,85 Ad 96,2 LTR 535
Zg 97.6 C—P' 455 P:—M: 3850 (left)
Or 29,6 C--AY 470 38,10 (right)
rOr 420 PP 2993 (lel) M, 15,25 (eft)
MSB  édo 29,30 (right) 15,25 (right)

TSL — Total Skuli Length, CB — Condylobasal Length; Ro or C'—C' —
Breadth of Rostrum Above Canines; Zg — Span of Outer Edges of Zygo-
matic Arches; Or — Smaljest Interorbital Span; POr — Smaliest Span of
Posiorbital Narrowing; MBS - Mastoidal Skull Breadth; BCW — Brain
Case Width; HS — Height of Skull With Tympanics; Md — Length of Lower
Jaw; C'—P* — Length of Upper Teeth Row; C'—M' — Length of Upper
Teeth Row; P—P' — Length of Upper Premolar Row; P* — Length of
Crown of P4 LTR or Cr—M: — Length of Lower Teeth Row; P:—Mi —
Length of Lower Premolar-Molar Row; Mi — Length of Lower Carnassial
Tooth Crown (measuring mamncer after Mirié 1981).




