
 

 

 

 

 

 

Second lynx radio-tagged in Mace-

donia 

Male “Riste” captured on 5 March 

In early 2012 the Macedonian lynx team 

started the winter field activities for the third 

capture season. From two box-traps previ-

ously set in PA Jasen only one worked while 

the other was inaccessible and deactivated 

due to heavy snowfalls. Close communication 

with the Balkan lynx monitoring members 

from Kicevo area resulted in regular reports 

of lynx being observed in the area. The set-

ting of two box-traps there was easily imple-

mented gladly to the joint efforts of our team, 

monitoring members and volunteers.  

 

The first box-trap was set and activated on 4 

March on the locality Orlov Kamen in the 

hunting ground “Dushegubica”, Stogovo Mt. 

Nearly 12 hours after the activation of the 

box-trap, our hopes and wishes became real 

when at 03:00h in the morning of 5 March the 

alarms went on and we were informed by the 

network members that a “young” lynx individ-

ual was trapped. We urged to get to the local-

ity where monitoring members waited for us 

excited and happy, glad to report the captur-

ing of such a “beautiful and rare” animal. 

 

Following the protocol, the lynx was first tran-

quilized and taken out of the box-trap for fur-

ther examination. One of the team was con-

trolling the vital functions like breathing, body 

temperature, general health condition and 

recorded all the morphological parameters 

measured by the other colleagues (weight, 

length, etc.). Then the male lynx was fitted 

with a GPS/GSM collar which allows following 

the tagged individual after release. Hair and 

blood samples were taken for further health 

analysis and genetics. Afterwards, “Riste” 

(the second male caught so far, see Newslet-

ter 01/2011) was released, notably a bit con-

fused but in good condition. 

 

 

Fig. 1: “Riste” caught in the box-trap. 

 

Since then, Riste reveals us the territory he 

occupies (so far 402 km2), habitats he prefers 

and many more valuable data yet to be ana-

lysed. Monitoring members are involved in 

the tracking with success and have so far 

located and identified eleven kills Riste made 

(ten roe deer and one brown hare). From 

camera traps set near Riste’s kills or on game 

trails we identified two other lynx individuals 

sharing partly his territory. We hope to learn 

more from Riste and his conspecifics in order 

to define targeted conservation measures for 

the Balkan lynx.   

  Gjorgje Ivanov 

 

This research is possible thanks to financial support 

from the Swiss National Science Foundation and the 

Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation in the 

frame of SCOPES. 

Balkan Lynx Recovery Programme 

NEWSLETTER 

01/2012 



Balkan Lynx Recovery Programme – Newsletter 01/2012  P a g e  | 2 

 

 

New protected area proclaimed in 

Albania 

Korabi-Koritnik Nature Park 

Shortly before Christmas last year, the Alba-

nian Government officially declared an area 

of 55.000 ha as Korab-Koritnik Nature Park. 

The newly protected area is located in the 

Korabi mountain range in north-eastern Alba-

nia, bordering with Macedonia and Kosovo.  

 

The relevant documents were prepared by 

PPNEA, based on field work conducted in the 

previous years. In close cooperation with the 

Directorate of Nature Conservation of the 

Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Water 

Administration, all activities towards the es-

tablishment of a protected area, following the 

national legislation were implemented. In July 

2011, the public participation process started 

and the proposed zoning was discussed with 

the local population. In October, an agree-

ment on the zoning and the borders of the 

protected area was achieved, paving the way 

for the official declaration by the Government 

on 21 December 2011. 

 

 

Fig. 2: View on the Korabi Mountain above village 
Radomira. 

 

Large parts of the area are strongly degraded 

through intensive wood cutting and regenera-

tion is hampered by grazing pressure. Never-

theless, the protection of the area is an im-

portant step forward, as now, systematic ap-

proaches to secure and develop the Korab-

Koritnik mountain range can be implemented. 

This is even more important as parts of the 

nature park border with the Mavrovo National 

Park in Macedonia, which is considered to be 

the stronghold of the Balkan lynx. 

   Spase Shumka 

 

More photographs of Balkan lynx 

in Albania 

Camera trapping monitoring session 

2011-12 

PPNEA, in the frame of the SCOPES project 

(see page 1), is conducting a wildlife monitor-

ing session using camera trapping methodol-

ogy from October 2011 until June 2012. Dur-

ing October-December 2011 the Eastern Al-

banian Alps (Valbona valley) were monitored 

with a total of 23 cameras working for more 

than 2 months. In the period January-June 

2012 four additional geographical regions 

were monitored, namely Puka-Mirdita, Deja-

Balgjaj, Martanesh-Bardhet and Germenj-

Shelegure with a total of 34 cameras set in 

the field. 

 

The greatest achievement of the current mon-

itoring session was that two more photos of 

Balkan lynx, living in the northern mountain-

ous region of Albania were taken: the first 

picture on 28 March 2012 at 08:33h and the 

second picture on 12 May at 01:11h. Since a 

first picture of a Balkan lynx in Albania was 

taken on 26 March 2011 (see Newsletter 

02/2011) in the same area, there are hopes 

now that a small lynx population still survives.  

 

In addition to Balkan lynx, the monitoring 

session continues to provide valuable infor-

mation on the presence of other species in 
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our country. Up to date throughout the 2011-

12 season the PPNEA research team has 

managed to photograph the following spe-

cies: brown bear (23 photos), wolf (18 pho-

tos), lynx (2 photos), wildcat (36 photos), 

badger (116 photos), marten (97 photos), red 

fox (249 photos), hedgehog (14 photos), red 

squirrel (3 photos), wild boar (3 photos), 

brown hare (164 photos), roe deer (23 pho-

tos), mouse (1 photo), and birds (3 photos). 

 

 

Fig. 3: Second photo of a Balkan lynx in Albania, 
taken on 28 March 2012.  

 

The information collected through the camera 

traps, besides giving more evidence for a 

possible remaining lynx population in Albania, 

is also to be considered positive in regard to 

the number of prey species photographed 

(roe deer, hare, red fox), as an important pre-

condition for a future recovery of the lynx 

population in the country. 

Aleksandër Trajçe & Bledi Hoxha 

 

Implementation of small projects 

on Ilinska and Plakenska Mts. 

Direct involvement of the local popu-

lation in nature protection 

Based on the previous experiences on 

Jablanica Mt., the Macedonian Ecological 

Society together with EuroNatur continued 

with the activities for implementation of a 

similar programme for financial support of 

small projects related to local sustainable 

development of the area of Ilinska and 

Plakenska Mts within the “Balkan Lynx Re-

covery Programme II” project. The pro-

gramme aims to create understanding among 

local population about nature protection and 

sustainable development and the benefits 

that can come out from it through preparation 

and implementation of small projects focused 

on public awareness rising, promotion of the 

natural values of the region and sustainable 

use of natural resources. Ilinska and Plaken-

ska Mts. were not chosen randomly for these 

activities because these mountains are con-

sidered as very important ecological corridor 

connecting the core populations of the large 

carnivores in Macedonia – the three existing 

national parks: Mavrovo, Pelister and Galichi-

ca. 

 

In order to support local people to transfer 

their ideas into a project, MES organized a 

one day workshop on 23 October 2011 in 

Demir Hisar. 20 representatives from the lo-

cal self-government, schools and NGOs from 

Demir Hisar and Drugovo attended the work-

shop. During the workshop, the participants 

were introduced with the project activities, 

topics and the criteria for applying on the 

small grants programme, as well as with 

some positive examples of implemented pro-

jects on Jablanica and Osogovo Mts.  

 

The interest of the local population for the 

small grants programme was high. During the 

announced Call for proposals, we received a 

total of 38 project applications from 26 differ-

ent governmental organizations and NGOs 

from all 4 municipalities (Demir Hisar, Dru-

govo, Debarca and Ohrid) situated in the area 

of Ilinska and Plakenska Mts. Although there 

were many good ideas, only 7 project pro-

posals were selected to be granted due to the 
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limited funds. Following project proposals 

were selected:  

- “Promotion of Belchishta Swamp “Sini Viroj” 

and raising public awareness of its protec-

tion”, submitted by the municipality of Debar-

ca; 

- “Promotion of Balchishta Swamp as the last 

phase of evolutionary development of the 

former natural lake”, submitted by the primary 

school “Grigor Prlichev” – Ohrid; 

- “Acquaintance with and promotion of the 

beauties of Ilinska Planina Mt.”, submitted by 

the NGO “Polenka” – Demir Hisar; 

- “Protection of autochthonous trout Salmo 

macedonicus in the upper flow of the river 

Treska”, submitted by the NGO “Brzhdani 

2010” – Drugovo; 

- “Familiarization with diverse plants and ani-

mals on Ilinska and Plakenska Planina”, 

submitted by the primary school “Goce 

Delchev” – Demir Hisar; 

- “Ilinska and Plakenska Planina – guards of 

our health and wellbeing”, submitted by the 

NGO “Art-Point Gumno” – Demir Hisar; 

- “Impressions from Ilinska and Plakenska 

Mts.”, submitted by the NGO “Grashnica” – 

Ohrid. 

 

 

Fig. 4: Workshop in Demir Hisar to introduce local 
people with the small grant programme. 

 

The implementation of the projects started in 

March 2012 and it will last till the end of Sep-

tember 2012. We expect that the implementa-

tion of these projects will give significant con-

tribution to the local population for the im-

portance of nature protection and sustainable 

use of the natural resources, as well as to 

stimulate the local population to implement 

such activities/initiatives in the future. 

         Aleksandar Stojanov 

 

Shara Mountain project 

Activities and achievements to date 

The project “Promotion of the natural values 

of Shar Planina Mountain through environ-

mental education and stakeholder involve-

ment” is a project co-funded by DBU and 

MAVA aiming at promoting the natural values 

of one of the largest and most diverse moun-

tains in the Balkans – The Shara Planina Mt. 

The project is coordinated by the Macedonian 

Ecological Society with external coordination 

of EuroNatur. 

 

In total, six municipalities are targeted within 

the project where stakeholder groups will be 

directly involved in the small-grant-project 

scheme as a tool for local sustainable devel-

opment. In this scenario, the locals will have 

a direct benefit from the finances and thus the 

possibility for promotion of alternative ways of 

income will be promoted and the final goal for 

the promotion of the natural values for the 

mountain and education of the pupils will be 

achieved.  

 

As a precondition for the small projects a 

public forum was organized in the towns of 

Tetovo and Gostivar in September 2011 

where interested people got the chance to 

meet the project’s goal and activities. After 

the forums, a study tour was organized with 

the local authorities from the six targeted 

municipalities. The study tour took place on 

Stara Planina Mt. on both Bulgarian and 
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Serbian side of the mountain in order to 

present the transboundary cooperation in the 

frame of nature conservation and sustainable 

tourism. The study tour was one of the 

preconditions for the start of the small-grant-

project process and was accomplished in 

October 2011. 

 

The workshops for the preparation of the 

small projects helped the potential applicants 

in shaping and canalizing their ideas. The 

workshops took place on 14 and 15 Novem-

ber 2011 and right after that, a call for pro-

posals was open that lasted until the end of 

the year.  

 

In total, 47 projects arrived and 20 were se-

lected as the best during the jury meeting in 

early February 2012. The official start of the 

projects was March 2012 and the maximum 

duration of each project is one year. 

 

 

Fig. 5: The jury met in February to select the pro-
jects that will be supported. 

 

In May 2012 representatives from the DBU 

foundation and EuroNatur visited some of the 

small-grant projects with more advanced pro-

ject activities. The conclusion from this visit 

was that the projects are well selected and 

that important outcomes will come from their 

implementation. 

 Dime Melovski 

Cat Conservation Course 

Training the next generation 

The IUCN/SSC Cat Specialist Group, in col-

laboration with its host organisation KORA 

developed a course in theoretical approach-

es, strategic concepts, and practical field ap-

plications for the conservation, recovery and 

management of wild cat populations. The 

course, held in Switzerland, is an intensive 

training for three weeks in a small group of 4-

6 participants.  

 

The course 2012 took place from 12 to 31 

March and involved the following participants: 

Marina Ðurović (Montenegro), Yadav 

Ghimirey (Nepal), Halil Ibrahimi (Kosovo), 

Nosirisho Kimatshoev (Tajikistan), Marzieh 

Mousavi (Iran) and Anna Yachmennikova 

(Russia). Marina and Halil were hosted on 

invitation of the BLRP whose activities shall 

be expanded to Kosovo and Montenegro 

which are important areas for the recovery of 

the Balkan lynx. 

 

 

Fig. 6: Participants of the Cat Conservation Course 
2012. 

 

The course was very well perceived by both 

participants and organisers and we are look-

ing forward to see these trained persons ap-

plying their new competences on the ground 

and spreading the knowledge further. 

Manuela von Arx 
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Protected Areas in Albania 

Preparation of Management Plans 

and development of standardized 

models 

The IUCN Programme Office for South East 

Europe, in collaboration with the Albanian 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Water 

Administration (MoEFWA) and with the finan-

cial support of the Italian Development Coop-

eration Office (Italian Ministry of Foreign Af-

fairs), is implementing a project for strength-

ening the institutional capacity and increasing 

the staff capacities of the government and 

local institutions for planning and managing 

protected areas. The project has selected two 

pilot areas, named the “Protected water and 

ground landscape of Buna River” and the 

National Park of Shebenik-Jabllanica. The 

expected project outputs will be the (i) prepa-

ration of the management plans in order to 

develop suitable standardised models; (ii) 

provision of essential equipment for the man-

agement of the two areas; (iii) implementation 

of concrete key activities in the two protected 

areas; (iv) development of national guidelines 

for managing protected areas; (v) setting up a 

database for protected areas; (vi) mapping of 

protected areas’ biotopes, et cetera. PPNEA 

is playing the role of the National Site Coordi-

nator having the responsibility to coordinate 

and facilitate the implementation of all project 

activities at Shebenik-Jablanica pilot site. 

 

The work for the project has started in Octo-

ber 2011, by carrying out a technical, proce-

dural and infrastructural capacity assessment 

of institutions responsible for the monitoring, 

planning and management of Shebenik-

Jablanica National Park both at central and 

local level. In addition a first local participa-

tory workshop has been held on 30 and 31 

January 2012, aiming to (i) present the details 

of the project implementation plan, (ii) intro-

ducing the key objectives of the preparation 

of the participatory management plan of the 

Shebenik-Jabllanica National Park, and (iii) 

preparing the system matrixes. 

  

During 27-29 February 2012 a second partic-

ipatory local workshop has been realized hav-

ing the objectives to carry out an assessment 

of key ecosystem conservation and communi-

ty development dynamics which characterise 

social, economic and ecosystem user and 

service areas of the Shebenik-Jablanica Na-

tional Park. Moreover, from 17-19 April 2012 

a training workshop took place in Tirana on 

the Software DSS (Decision Support System) 

ISP 4.0 toolset, the general objective of which 

was to increase the capacity of Protected 

Areas (PA) key stakeholders in Albania on 

the management and monitoring of PA. Field 

data collection has started at the end of May 

2012 and other activities are planned for the 

sake of transboundary cooperation in PA 

management. 

        Mirjan Topi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The „Balkan Lynx Recovery Programme” is 

jointly implemented by EuroNatur Foun-

dation, KORA (Coordinated research pro-

jects for the conservation and manage-

ment of carnivores in Switzerland), MES 

(Macedonian Ecological Society), PPNEA 

(Society for the Protection and Preserva-

tion of Natural Environment in Albania) 

and financially supported by MAVA Foun-

dation for Nature Conservation. 


