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The ecology, status and conservation needs of the critically endangered Balkan lynx are not 
well understood. Thus, there was a need to perform a baseline survey in the potential lynx 
range in Albania and Macedonia. The aim of the baseline survey was to assess the 
distribution and relative abundance of lynx and other large carnivores as well as of potential 
prey species (roe deer and other wild ungulates, lagomorphs and tetraonids) by means of 
interview techniques.  
Questionnaires were conducted in previously selected villages in western Macedonia and in 
the north-eastern and eastern parts of Albania. The set-up of the questionnaire, study areas 
and target profiles of interviewees were defined during a meeting in Peshtani, Macedonia in 
June 2006. Study areas were designated using 10x10 grid maps of both countries. 64 grid 
cells were selected for Macedonia and 67 grid cells for Albania. In each cell, one village was 
randomly selected to be visited.  
In Macedonia, a total of 154 villages were visited and 553 persons were interviewed. 
According to the results of the questionnaire survey, lynx presence was confirmed for the 
area of Mavrovo NP and Stogovo-Karaorman Mts. Moreover, certain indications for lynx 
presence appear in the areas of Shar Planina Mt, Ilinska-Plakenska Mts and Jablanica Mt. In 
Albania, 320 questionnaires were conducted in 91 villages. Lynx presence was confirmed for 
the area of Eastern Albanian Alps (Prokletije Mountains) and Shebenik-Jabllanica region. 
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One of the most important parts of the Balkan Lynx Recovery Programme in Albania and 
Macedonia was conducting a baseline survey in both countries to assess the ecological 
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conditions for the Balkan Lynx and the main threats to its survival. The area selected for the 
survey spans from North to Southeast Albania and to Western Macedonia. Besides species 
distribution, the baseline survey intended to gather information concerning the conflicts 
between humans and large carnivores. The questionnaire developed for the baseline survey 
included aspects of human-wildlife relationships. In total, the number of interviewed people 
in Macedonia is 560 from 154 different villages and is 320 people from 91 villages in 
Albania.  
The information on conflicts was gained in different levels: general information about 
damages in the village, direct personal losses due to large carnivore attacks, animal 
husbandry details, response/prevention methods of humans towards attacks on livestock, 
cases of attacks on humans and fear level in regard to large carnivores. 
The survey has uncovered a lot of conflicts between livestock herders and wolves and bears, 
although the traditional husbandry methods appear to be relatively intact. Luckily for lynx, 
there were a very few incidences of conflict with humans, and most probably conservation 
measures will not be hampered by conflicts. However, we encountered many cases of lynx 
being illegally killed and reasons for that should be properly evaluated and taken into 
consideration.
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Protected areas can play an important role in species conservation. Therefore, the Balkan 
Lynx Recovery Programme, jointly implemented by EURONATUR and KORA as 
international partners and the NGOs PPNEA and MES as the main national partners, does 
not only focus on generating more and new information about the Balkan Lynx (Lynx lynx 
martinoi), its distribution and population status, but also includes measures for the 
designation of new transboundary protected areas and the development of sustainable land 
use schemes in and outside protected areas.  
This presentation puts the contents of the protected area component within the project in an 
international context by highlighting its importance within the European Green Belt, 
respectively the Balkan Green Belt initiative and depicting its role within the Balkan Lynx 
Recovery Programme itself.  
Subsequently, objectives and actions of the protected area component and the reasons for 
selecting the project sites – namely the Jablanica-Shebenik mountain range between Albania 
and Macedonia, the Albanian Alps in northern Albania close to the border of Montenegro, 
the Shar Planina-Korab mountain range at the border triangle of Macedonia, Albania and 
Kosovo as well as Illinska-Paklenska corridor in Macedonia - are presented.  
Finally, the activities which have been implemented in the field to date are described in 
detail. 


