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aesthetic and economic, as well as care for the safety of people and their properties. Bears 
are game species in Croatia, while wolves and lynx are legally protected.  
Management actions are aimed at ensuring viable population sizes while staying within 
social capacities. This means that the densities of large carnivores should minimize the 
number of conflicts with people. In order to achieve this goal, a series of actions and 
measures must be regulated, including human activities in these habitats (e.g. highway 
construction and forestry), prevention of damages and occurrences of problematic 
individuals and scientific monitoring of all population changes.  
The implementation of management plans is the responsibility of various interest groups. 
The must undergo occasional revisions because in large carnivore management there are no 
final or universal solutions. Croatia expects that, with its Brown Bear Management Plan, 
Wolf Management Plan, and Lynx Management Plan all being officially accepted in 2004, 
the long-term existence of optimum large carnivore populations and their habitats with as 
few negative effects as possible will be ensured. 
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The Balkan lynx is the most endangered autochthonous population of the Eurasian lynx 
(Lynx lynx). The present distribution of the Balkan lynx is restricted to the border areas 
between Macedonia and Albania, spreading north into Montenegro and the Kosovo. The 
population is estimated to be less than 100 individuals. The population’s critical status has 
been known for a long time, but the war-like commotions and insecurity of the region have 
hindered conservation action over the past years. In 2000, scientists and wildlife 
conservationists produced a report on the status of the lynx in the southwest Balkans in order 
to increase national and international awareness. The Balkan lynx has survived only because 
the border region between the former Yugoslavia, Albania, and Greece were areas with 
limited access and were partly protected. Important nuclei of the lynx occurrence occur in 
protected areas, and the Green Belt Initiative offers the opportunity to improve the site 
protection. Today, the lynx is well known to the public and considered as being something 
unique  a charismatic flagship species. But to survive, the lynx must be helped in regaining 
lost ground. A joint international programme focuses on the conservation and recovery of the 
lynx, its prey species and habitat. 


