
The Baseline Survey

- Introduction into the methodology -

Results from Macedonia



Level I (entire range, sub-units will be prioritised) – 10·10 km grid cells for the 

occupancy study; 

Level II (study area) – area for the radio-telemetry work;

Level III (reference area) – area for the systematic camera trapping with capture-

recapture estimation of density.
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Methodology for Balkan Lynx Baseline Survey

Defining the study area

• Maps overlaid with 10x10 

km grid

• Study area defined by 

available information on 

lynx 

• At least 1 village randomly

selected per grid cell

Purpose:

To systematically collect local knowledge on lynx & potential prey, livestock 

husbandry and human-large carnivores conflicts

Method Results Conclusions



Studied area
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Studied area



Questionnaire

•Direct (face to face) interviews

•Different target groups (hunters, game wardens, foresters, 

shepherds/farmers, shop-owners, random people)

• Period of survey: August 2006 – July 2007
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Structure of the questionnaire

1. Information on the distribution of a range of species in 

Macedonia / Albania

– Presence: found dead, killed, observed, tracks, den

– Abundance: how common it is?

– Trend: compared to 5 years ago

– 13 species

– Time of observation

– Direct or indirect
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Structure of the questionnaire

2. Information on any conflicts that occur between the 

following species and people

– depredation on livestock in the informant’s area

– damages on farmland

– conflicts between humans and carnivores

3. Animal husbandry details

– Possession of livestock goods

– Possible damages

– Compensation system

– response
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Structure of the questionnaire

4. Socio-economic environment

– Schools, gas stations, ambulance, bus service, 

shops, restaurants

5. Informant

– Permanent/seasonal resident; occupation and 

personal questions

6. Village

– Name; GPS location; impression
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Sample size: 553 interviews in 149 villages in Macedonia

Method Results Conclusions



Method Results Conclusions



Method Results Conclusions



Method Results Conclusions



Conflicts
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Profiles incorporated in Macedonia
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“By post”-questionnaires

• 128 specially adopted questionnaires are 

posted to all veterinary stations in Macedonia 

• 59 specially adapted questionnaires are 

posted to all Hunter’s Associations in 

Macedonia 

• Very limited result obtained in MK
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• Reporting on the main results

• Statistical overview of the most important 

question derived from the general public - LEK

• Rising public awareness for lynx and its prey 

(dissemination of promotional material)

• Category 3 data, needed for a safe start of the 

wider scientific research

– Camera-trapping

– Radio-telemetry 

• Repetitive concept – see the changes in 

people’s opinion on ecology and attitude
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