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Balkan Lynx in Kosovo

• Unsystematic and incomplete data

• No conservation efforts

• No monitoring



Areas with Balkan Lynx populations in Kosovo:

• Sharr Mountains

• Bjeshkët e Nemuna

• Koritnik

• Pashtrik

Balkan Lynx in Kosovo: 1950 – 2000



Balkan Lynx in Sharr Mountains

Balkan Lynx in Kosovo: 1950 – 2000



Balkan Lynx in Bjeshkët e Nemuna

Balkan Lynx in Kosovo: 1950 – 2000



Balkan Lynx in Koritnik Mountain

Balkan Lynx in Kosovo: 1950 – 2000



Balkan Lynx in Pashtrik Mountain

Balkan Lynx in Kosovo: 1950 – 2000



Mapping of biodiversity in 

Dragash Municipality 

2010 - 2013

Conservation of 

Biodiversity and 

Sustainable Land Use 

Management in Dragash

• Desk review

• Field research

• Questionnaire 



Legal basis for Lynx protection and 

monitoring

• The legal preconditions are scattered between the:

• Law on Environmental Protection

• Law on Nature Conservation

• Decisions and regulations deriving from them



continuation…

• According to decision nr.04/03 MESP (23 May 2003) 
as rarities, rare and threatened mammal species of 
Kosovo are declared several species:

- Article 3 “In particular is banned: every capture, isolation and 
trade of these species”

- Article 5 “Actions that violate the provisions of this decision will be 
punished according to the applied provisions”



• Protection of threatened fauna species ‘in situ’ is 
regulated in the way that special areas are declared 
as nature reservoirs of protected species.

• In the list of protected areas in Kosovo are two strict 
nature reserves  where two animal species are 
protected:

• Rusenica – Suharekë (Lynx lynx)

• Kozhnjar – Deçan (Rupicapra rupicapra)

• Law on Sharr Mountain NP in Sharr Mountains



Some plans for protection and 

monitoring

• Expansion of Sharr Mountain NP / Dragash

– Spatial Plan

– Management Plan

• Bjeshkët e Nemuna National Park





Main threats for Balkan Lynx in Kosovo

• Habitat defragmentation 

• Increased human activity 

• Enlargement of settlements

• Uncontrolled forest cutting

• Direct hunting

• Hunting of prey species



Emergent actions

• Define status and distribution

• Empowering Agencies involved in monitoring

• Prepare national Action Plan for conservation 

and monitoring

• Enforce and support transboundary 

cooperation
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