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The IUCN Red List and 

the Balkan Lynx

Urs Breitenmoser, Christine Breitenmoser-Würsten  & Manuela von Arx 

• Review of the conservation history of the Balkan lynx 

• How can we use the IUCN Red List to support the Balkan 

lynx conservation? 
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Extinct (EX)

Gone forever...

Vulnerable (VU)

>2500 adult individuals

Extinct in the Wild (EW)

Only individuals in captivity remain...

Endangered (EN)

Population 250–2500 adult individuals

Critically Endangered (CR)

< 250 adult individuals
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Steps to formalise the conservation of the Balkan lynx: 

• Publication(s) on the sub-specific validity of the Balkan lynx 

(systematic, genetic) 

• IUCN/SSC Cat Specialist Group Classification Task Force: 

Recognition of Balkan lynx as a valid subspecies

• IUCN Red List: Formal assessment of Balkan lynx based on Melovski

(2012) and subsequent publication

• Bern Convention: Listing of Balkan lynx under Appendix II

• EU Habitat Directives...

• Conservation planning: CR � EN � VU...


