Trapped between rural poverty, city “dons” and ineffective legislation

Captive brown bears in Albania

A.Trajce | B. Hoxha | S.Huda | K. Mersini




“Dear sir,

| just want to draw your attention to the terrible fact, that in Albania
people take bears during summer to the beaches, so that visitors can take
pictures. In my last visit | also saw bears in cage in a restaurant in Tirana.
You probably know about this fact. But are there any activities fighting for
animal protection here in Albania?

Kind regards”
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ears in Albania
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* Population ca. 180 — 200 individuals

* High discrepancy with data from official
institutions; MoE 2010 estimate 686
bears

G 1 I  Classified as Vulnerable (VU) at the

u R national Red List of Flora and Fauna

(2007)

e Strictly protected species (Protected
since 1956)

=. Dark cells: permanent presence
Grey cells: sporadic occurrence



Conflicts




Baseline surveys

Osrovice, 206






Human dimension study
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Study area

*Area with presence of three LC species
*400 systematic questionnaires conducted
*32 communes in north-east Albania
*Attitudes, perceptions of conflict, tolerance
*Random cross-section of rural communities
*Survey period: April 2007 — January 2009

*Within the frame of the Balkan Lynx Recovery
Programme (www.catsg.org/balkanlynx)



Hurran sttitudes guestionnaine

Date

Cammune

GP5

Strongly
disazres {1}

Disagres
12]

Mautral
e

Agre= (4

Strangly agresz

People haws the rizht to change the
environment tofulfil their needs

People should respect nature becuse
animals and plans hawve alsarights

Every comment on the "environmental
crisis” is ssxmmmsrated

|l am a=zinst the hunting of lar=e camivares

‘We should pratect what remains from the
untauched nature from every form of
negative human effacts

| consider wildTfe presence as 2 sign ofthe
qualtty of natural environment

Stranghy
dislike 11

Dislike
i2]

Hautral
131

Lik= |4

Stranzhy like
151

Dipinion on bears

Dpinion on wolees

Dpinion on lynx

Stronzhy
disagree |1]

Disagras
2]

Mautral
131

Agr== 4]

Strongly agres
{5}

Bears should be proteched for future
Eeneraticns

Wiohees should be protected for futurs
Eenerations

Lynx should be protect=d for future
==nerations

Bears attract tourists

Wiohwas attract tourists

Lynx attract tourists

Strongly
disazres {1

Disazres
121

Neutral
131

Agr== (4]

Strongly agres

151

Bears cauze damasze on feestock

‘Wighwes cause damazs on five stodk

Lynx cause damaze on fvestodk

Questionnaire with 48
questions repeated for each
of the three species (bear,
wolf, and lynx)

Likert scale used for
measuring opinion




Bear
* Less conflicting nature — a generally respected species
e Support for its conservation is high
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Protect species for futﬁ.
generations

Individuals that Kill livestock
should be killed




Proportion of people expressing fear for personal safety
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Increase in ecological data

Extensive camera-trapping
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“The bear is quite a beautiful animal, powerful too. You can see it in its
movement, in its eyes.” — Hunter, Elbasan




Main issue for bear conservation?
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38 captive

4 “dancing”

Roughly 50 estimated
Almost all from the wild
A “population sink”?




The “wild” near home?

Walesi & Mad|

Devoll
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@ permanently occupied area
® occasional presence, confirmed
O single observations. not confirmed
7 unknown

Lecce




Study on bear capturing and exhibiting

* See how the system of capture and trade works

* Look into the main actors and motivations that keep
the phenomenon going

 Promote sound solutions at appropriate levels of
intervention based on the findings



Method

Interviews with (i) visitors (ii) villagers and (iii) owners



Frequency of attractiveness of exhibited bears in bars/restaurants

M=1n

n=160
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A lot

Main reason



Motivation to see the bears

B children

E partner

[ friends

| personal interest
Clother



Bears in captivity attract tourists

B strongly disagree
B disagres
Cneutral

Wagree
O strongly agree

Bears in nature attract tourists

M strongly disagree
E disagree
Oneutral

W agree

O strongly agree



Do you think this phenomenon of bear keeping is allowed by law

B yes
Eno
i dont know




Do you think this phenomenon should be eleminated

.yes
W
Clneutral




What would you do to help solve the problem

will not come to
B these places
(boycott)

] complain to the
owner

report to the
o authorities

| publicly protest
] nothing
B other




Do you think that there is a need to improve the conditions
 th fi
By

somehow, it might
.need improvement

absolutely, it is
I:quru'::ial

B dont care




.
S

Rapid-rural appraisal interviews in “hotspots” of bear capturing
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Owners...



Road ahead...
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Thank you!

Stichting voor
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Protection and Preservation of Natural Environment in Albania il




